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INTHODIJC'IMON 

'I'ho  'I'cton  D.iin  hurot  on  Juno  5,  1976.  Durincj  tho  onuiiinq  fiftoon 
yo<\ru  thoru  h.ivu  boon  m.iny  toartJ,  much  uorrow,  ami  a  (jroat  (iocU 
of  hoallncj.  At  tho  Toton  Flood  MuBoum  wo  havo  roco  i  vod  many 
rocjuouLu  ovor  tho  yoaro  for  a  book  containlncj  plcturoo  anil 
lnform<jtlon  rocj.jrdinq  tho  dam.  Thoro  doca  oxltit  two  titoriou  of 
tho  flood  in  tho  Snako  Hivor  Echoeu  and  a  book  ontltJod,  That  Day 
In  .Juno. 

'I'hlu   book    i  £j   a   prooontatlon   of   tho   facta   aurroundiny   tho 

cont  lovo!  u  l<i  I    d<im,     I  tu    broaklny,    and    tho    clo<inup.       'I'ho    plcturoa 

havo    boon    uuppliod    by    tho    nowapaporu    who    covorod    tlio    atory.       Wo 

<»pproc  l.jto     thoir     help     in     1 1  luatratiny     what     happonod     on     that 

latolul    (l.»y    and    tho    dijya    following    of    hardahlp    and    cloanlntj.       A 

1 lat  of   thcuo   nowa   aourccs  are  at   the  bottom  of   thia 

I ntroduct  i  on. 


Many,  who  wore  in  tho  flood,  havo  oxproaacd  tiioir  foolinqa  th<it 
I  hoy  d(j  not  want  to  take  part  in  any  annlvoraary  pro(jram,  writo 
up  tlioir  momoira,  or  h(Wo  anything  to  do  witli  a  ioinoml)or  i  ncj  of 
tlio  ovont.  It  waa  audi  an  emotional  ahock  to  tho  Valloy  that 
m<jny  of  tiio  unploaaant  foollnqs  havo  not  hcalod.  'I'oo  many 
poraon.il  bolon<jinc]a  wore  loat  and  tho  ovont  Wiia  too  traumatic  to 
r  o 1  I vo. 

'I'horo  arc  <>pprox  i  matoly  30,000  pcoplo  viaitlng  tho  'I'oton  Flood 
Mutjoum  oach  yoar.  'rhcao  arc  tlio  people  who  want  to  know  what 
happonod  and  why  thoro  ia  no  readily  viaiblo  ai(jn  today  of  tho 
terrible  doatruction  that  came  through  tiie  Valloy  fitteon  yeara 
arjo. 

'I'hia  book  haa  been  compiled  for  thoao  viaitora  to  our  Valloy  who 
w.int  to  know  of  thia  liiatorlcal  event  and  for  thoae  who  took  p<H  t 
in  tho  event  with  their  cjroat  loaaea. 

A  apccial  tiianka  ia  given  to  Bonnie  Curtia,  the  aaaiatant 
director  of  tho  Toton  I'lood  Muaeum,  for  licr  doaigning  and  drawing 
of  I  ho  cover  of  tho  book.  Slio  ia  on  tho  front  lino  in  tho  muaoum 
ovory  d.jy  explaining  to  all  what  happened.  She  ro  I  i  voa  on  a 
daily  baaiu  tho  tr.ujma  of  that  day  when  alio  loat  her  homo  in 
;;u(j«»r  City  to  tho  flood.  She  ia  known  affectionately  aa  tho 
"Flood  l.ady"  l)y  many  of  tho  atudonta  of  tho  Upper  Siuiko  Kivor 
V<i  1  loy  achoo  I  a  . 
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Much  of  the  mijtcrlal  contained  heroin  is  found  In  tlio  library  of 
t  ho  'I'ot  on  l''lo(j(l  Muuoum.  M(\ny  thcjuku  aro  (j  i  von  to  tho  oil  icoiti 
<iiuJ  l)o<H(l  ol  tho  l)|)|)or  iSnako  Klvor  Valloy  lliutorical  Soc:ioty  lor 
thoir  work  in  colloctiny,  t)rouorvin(j,  ami  makincj  available 
manuucr iptu  from  thoir  vast  collection  about  the  flood. 

The  (ollowin(|  nowupapors  were  consulted  for  picturou  and  material 
lor  tho  compihitlon  of  this  manuscript.  'I'he  picturou  uuod  in  the 
book  aro  dotji(jnatod  by  tlio  lettero  procedincj  the  name  of  the 
nowGpapor . 

All  Auhton  Herald  JS  Jefferson  Star 

MN  IJlackfoot  News  PR   Post-Hcg  i  oter 

CN  Church  News  HS   Nexburg  St<ind(\rd/. Journal 

l)N  Deseret  News  Sl.T  Salt  I.ako  Tribune 

I'C  Krcmont  Chronicle 

IS  Idtilio  Statesman 

In  an  eflort  to  cover  a  subject  so  vast  as  the  'I'ot  on  flood  m<uiy 
of  the  portion. 1 1  stories,  heroics,  tr.Kjody,  anii  loss  have  l)con 
lolt  out.  'I'ho  t)utpose  of  this  book  is  to  tell  tlio  facts  of  the 
noo<l  .jccomp.ni  i  od  by  some  of  the  pictures  that  appeared  In  the 
days  followincj  tho  devastation. 

Thanks  are  qivon  to  Keith  Walker,  M.ulison  County  Commissioner, 
whose  tltoU'iw}  ollorts  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  ol  the  c;()unl  y 
need  rococjn  1 1  ion.  His  story  of  tho  flood  enlightens  us  to  tho 
ins  and  outs  of  trying  to  cope  with  a  tragedy  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  Teton  flood. 

Thanks  .ire  also  given  to  Phyllis  Scott  Lawrence,  Mingh.im  County 
Historian,  lor  the  time  she  spent  to  gather  tho  story  of  the 
1  lood  i  n  hor  .irca . 

Wt  iting  It  h.is  l)een  a  fun  proJet:t  and  an  emotion.!  I  one  as  those 
personal  memories  of  tho  destruction  have  come  • I  1 ood i ng '  back. 
I  h.ivo  lound  th.it  the  memory  is  stronger  than  tho  1  or<jet  I  u  I  ness. 

I.ouis  .1.  fMcMiicnts,  Director 
Teton  I'' lood  Museum 


Chapter   1 
CKOI.OGY,    SITE   IITSTOUY,    &    OPI'OSITION 


Goolo(jy 

•I'ho  TutoM  Klvor  has  Its  boq Inning  in  tho  Toton  Mountalnu  of 
Wyoininc)  nrul  tho  Hl(j  llolo  Mountains  of  Idaho.   'I'hu  utruaiiiu  running 
woutward  Irom  Wyoming  and  eastward  out  of  tho  Hlg  llolou  convorgo 
In  tho  'I'oton  V<jlloy.   Tho  rivor  thon  turns  northward  (jrowlntj 
utoa(lily  throu(jh  tho  twonty  mllos  of  tho  valloy.   It  turns 
slightly  northwost  as  It  ontors  tho  Toton  Canyon. 

'I'ho  Toton  Klvor  Canyon  of  Eastern  Idaho  Is  located  In  and 
adjacent  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  Snake  lUver  Plain,  a  fifty 
mile  wide,  volcanic-filled  depression.  Older  volc<inlc  rocks  now 
exposed  (»long  tho  margins  of  tho  plain  dip  beneath  tho  younger 
basalt  lava  Mows  tliat  form  the  plain  itself.  The  Teton  Klver 
has  cut  through  a  volcanic  upland  noar  tho  eastern  sldo  of  tho 
plain. 


1    DA>n 


YBToN    Ri^^K 


(/a  '/<ry 


Tho  Toton   (\inyon    Is   about   twonty   miles    loncj   ,uid   winds    In   a 
general    wetitw<\rd   direction   until     It   enters    tho    Sn.jke    Rivui-    Plain 
just    north    ol    Nowdalo,     Idaho.       It    then    turns    sout hwosl wai  ci , 
splits    Into    two    lorks   near   Toton,    Idaho,    ami   continues   (Uiothei- 
tlihty    ml  leu    beloto   entering   tho   North    Poi  k   ol    the   Sn.iko   Rivci. 

Several  e.irllupukes  registering  U  h.jvo  placed  Southoastotn 
Idaho  In  the  llnltoti  States  seismic  risk  zone  ) .  This  Is  a  hbjh 
e.)r  t  h(|u.\k(i    /one    r<itln<j.      However,    reconlotl   history   does    not    show 
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any  oarthquako  in  tho  immodlate  aroa  of  the  rlvor  of  any 
moaijur.ihio  InltJiiulty.   A  monltorincj  network  ol  throe  ueiuinlc 
utatlonu  about  ol(/htoon  ml  lea  north,  eatit,  anci  ooiithoaut  oI  the 
•I'eton  Dam  ulto  uhowed  no  activity  of  Hi  alitor  maynltiide  of  2.2  or 
greater.   it  wau  tlie  concilia  ion  of  tlio  cjeoloyluto  tliat  tliere  wao 
no  tlireat  from  ueiumlc  activity  at  tlio  dam  olte. 


Site  iilatory 

'I'here  haa  l)cen  Intoroat  since  1904  In  ualncj  tlie  'I'eton  idver 
Canyon  for  a  power  aource  and  for  water  storacje.   'I'lie  flrat 
actual  I  nveut  l(/at  ion  of  the  canyon  for  thia  purpoue  waa  maile  in 
19.32,  llrteen  ml  lea  upatream  and  duo  oaat  of  where  the  dam  waa 
eventually  placed.   The  atudy  concluded  there  waa  a  need  to 
control  all  the  river  drainarjo  for  maximum  benelita  for  flood 
control  anci  1  rr  I fjat  ion. 

In  194()  the  Mureau  of  Reclamation  Inveat  irjated  two  a  I  tea  on 
Canyon  Creek,  a  tr  ibutary  to  the  'i'eton  lUver.   'i'heae  a  I  tea  were 
not  economical  and  it  was  felt  that  controlling  Canyon  Creek 
would  not  provide  onoucjh  control  for  the  whole  of  tho  'I'eton 
Ul vor . 

A  4  0  loot  hicjh  d<jm  at  tho  mouth  of  tho  'I'eton  Uiver  Canyon 
waa  {)ro[)oao(J  in  19^>0.   It  would  have  had  a  canal  moving  1  rom  the 
aite  norlhweat  to  tho  Snake  River  Plain.   The  primary  benefit  of 
thia  plan  would  have  been  flood  control.   It  would  not  have 
provided  additional  water  for  irrigation. 

In  19b7  tho  Corps  of  Engineers  selected  a  site  for 
investigation  at  the  location  of  tho  Teton  Dam  and  drilled  two 
holes.   One  was  drilled  down  through  the  valley  floor  and  the 
other  was  drilled  into  the  loft  canyon  wall.   The  rock 
encountered  waa  judged  sufficient  to  hold  a  dam.   At  that  time  it 
w<ia  alao  felt  that  there  would  bo  seepage  of  water  from  a 
reservoir.   A  note  was  made  that  more  studies  would  bo  necessary 
on  the  seepage  problem  before  action  waa  taken  in  building  a  dam. 

in  tho  early  1960*8  more  holes  were  drilled  at  the  dam  site. 

Additional  stuciies  were  made  and  evidence  to  support  the  building 
of  the  d.jin  there  waa  growing.   Other  aitea  lurther  upatre.nn  were 
atudled  and  I  ound  to  have  more  advantagea  with  respect  to  better' 
rock  walls  on  the  canyon  and  fewer  seepage  problems.   But  the 
adv.jnl  a(jos  ol  the  Mood  control  and  irrigation  stor<Kje  causeil 
i  nveat  igtjtora  to  concentrate  on  the  current  'i'eton  Dcun  site 
further  downst  re.jm.   Alter  tho  report  came  out  in  Mart:h,  1962, 
all  i  nveat  i(j<jt  lona  were  directed  toward  developing  di»ta  anci 
informtition  (or  the  Teton  Dam  and  Reaervoir  at  the  preaent 
locat  ion. 

Given  prior  Ity  w.is  the  accjuialtion  of  (jeologlcal  knowledcjo 
o(  tho  dam  nito  and  the  leservoli.   Geoltxjislu  prc<pared  sever. i  I 


roportu.       It  w.iu   rocoqnizod   oarly   that   tho   rcuorvolr   rim  coul(l 
tranumil    w.ilor    In    Inrcjo  quant  It  loo  and   tliat   ueei)a(jo    1  roin   thu 
rouorvolr   ocjuld   occur,      llowovor,    mout   roi)ortu  woi  o   uuhinittod   to 
uupport    tho    hnlldlncj   of   tho   dam   at   tho   curront   bUo   ot    tho   'I'oton 
Dam. 


Oppoolt Ion 

On  .hino  2,  1972,  a  sympooium  rocjardlnq  tho  conutructlon  of 
tho  'I'oton  D.un  wao  hold  in  Idaho  Kallo.  Any  portion  or  (jroiip  wau 
invltod  to  prouont  lacto  and  foolincjtj  roqardiny  tho  proi)OLJoil  dam. 

Mout  ol  tho  [)ooplo  opoakinq  woro  aqainot  tho  dam  bo  I  nq  built  ami 
thoir  viowij  woro  cjulto  noqatlvo.   Tho  followinq  iu  a  synopulu  ol 
tho  minutou  of  tho  mootinq.   Tho  whole  toxt  of  tho  mootlnq  can  bo 
road  at  tho  library  ot  tho  Upper  Snake  Hlvor  Valley  lllutorical 
liocioty  at  tho  Toton  Flood  Muaoum  in  Hoxburq,  Idaho. 

Moderator  Jamoa  McCue:   "An  In-dopth  otudy  of  the  factu 
leadtj  to  only  one  conclusion  and  that  la  that  tho  dam  ia  not 
necoaaary.   If  any  individual  had  promoted  a  deal  aa  tlio  Bureau 
of  Hoc  1  (Uiuit  ion  h<ia  promoted  the  Teton  Dam,  he'd  bo  in  tho  pen 
lonq  a(j(j  on  I  raud. " 

iJamoa  Mcl'addon,  chairman  of  tho  Idaho  llnv  1  ronmonta  1  Couiu:ll 
on  Stream  Control,  concluded  that  there  waa  loaa  th.in  If.  need  lor 
more  water  and,  "...For  thio  we  are  qoinq  to  doatroy  a  rlvor." 
Ilia  aocond  arqumont  waa  aqalnat  the  need  for  now  laimlanda  to  bo 
broucjht  Into  |)roductlon.  "Ap[)rox  imatoly  1/J  of  our  nation 'a  crop 
l<»nd  now  la  idle.  Tho  very  concept  of  benefits  aauoclatod  with 
brinqinq  new  land  under  irrigation  should  be  questioned." 

Tom  Daviu  ol  Dolae,  Idaho,  Vico-Prosiiiont  of  Idaho  in  W«jtor 
Heaourcoa  and  Civil  Fnqineering  said,  "The  Lower  Toton  Project 
w<ia  authorized  without  a  detailed  economic  analya la. . .The  flood 
control  bonellta  are  aiqn i f icantly  over-eat imatod. "  Ilia  aolutlon 
to  the  tloo(J  control  problem  Includes  "...Flood  insurance,  flood 
plane  zonlnq,  flood  proof inq  of  buildinqs,  land  purchaaea,  and 
lev  lea.   In  the  case  of  tho  Teton,  if  those  altornatlvoa  are  put 
into  (..'Meet  now,  wo  will  not  need  the  Toton  \)x\\\\.      And  tho  lonq 
term  protection  will  very  likely  bo  greater." 

P<ui  I  Jcppson,  Reqional  Fisheries  Bioloqiat  for  tho  Idaho 
Fluh  <\nd  G.imo  I)cp<irtment,  provided  information  on  tho  Toton  Wlvor 
au  a  (|ood  liahhuj  at  rotun  .ind  tho  olfect  tho  d.un  would  luivo  on  tho 
at  roam.   It  w.uj  hia  1  oo  1  i  nq  tlujt  tho  dam  would  r<j  i  ao  tho 
temperature  of  tho  atream  water  to  cauae  apawnlnq  by  undoalrable 
spec  lea  In  tho  reservoir  area.   Fish  and  Game  would  not  take  ii 
stand  tujtiinut  tho  Toton  D.un  but  obvioualy  wou  hi  like  to  proaoi  vo 
tho  utro.nn  lor  tho  1  I  ah  Inq  that  it  provided. 

Wobert  Mmm  wood,  IKicholor  of  Sclonc:o  In  Wildlife  M.inaqliKj 
from  OrtMjon  State  in  l*J';U,  appointed  Mlolcxjiut  in  lilaho  <jt  tho  I'lr.h 


an(]  G.iino  Dcp.ti  t  iiuMit  In  lObO,  In  chargo  of  lubltat  Improvomont  in 
l';«»ulurn  Iddhc)  .nid  cnirrontly  Horjional  C.iino 

Diolocjitit,  loullllod  tho  the  dam  would  romovo  2700  acroB  ol  prlinu 
duur  raiMjo  l.ikincj  away  tho  forayo  lor  uomo  400  to  !>()()  ciooi'. 
'I'hoLScj  douc  would  havu  to  niovo  olucwhoro,  further  dcplotliKj  tho 
foracjo  available  for  tho  roat  of  a  hord  of  1,100.   'I'hu  Kluh  and 
Gamo  eutlmc^tcd  that  ovor  half  of  tho  doer  would  be  lout.   The 
ellect  (;n  the  elk  In  tho  aroa  would  bo  minlm.il  au  the  36  counted 
In  tho  uutvey  could  move  on  to  other  areas  without  cauulng  a 
problem.   The  .jpprox I matoly  bOO  water  fowl  would  have  to  move  on. 
Mink,  mutikrat,  bank  beaver,  and  a  pair  of  otter  would  be  lout. 
One  cotton-t<j  I  I  rabbit  per  acre  would  bo  gone.   Korty  heron  nesto 
tiome  two  ml  leu  .il)ove  tho  dam  and  their  production  would  be  lout. 
I'ive  bald  eacjleu  winterlncj  In  tho  canyon  would  aluo  have  to  find 
uome  place  eluo  to  pick  up  dead  fluh  from  a  running  utream. 
Other  wlldlilo  lout  would  Includo  fifty  coyotcu,  thirty  red 
foxeu,  bobcatu,  water  ouzels,  kingfishers,  weauelu,  and  ground 
ugu  i  rre I u . 

Dr.  Frank  Craighead,  Jr.,  profcsuor  of  Ideology  at  the  State 
University  o(  New  York,  stationed  at  Moose,  Wyoming,  spoke.   As 
preuldent  ol  the  Knvi ronmental  research  Institute,  he  instituted 
the  concept  ol  the  Wild  River  Act.   When  he  heard  of  the  plans  to 
impound  the  'I'eton  Hlver  ho  and  some  friends  decideci  to  look  into 
it.   "...I  porson<illy  came  to  the  conclusion  that  tho  scenic  and 
wildlife  values,  the  existing  potential  recreational  benefits 
were  in\rA\   th.it  it  would  bo  a  real  tragedy  to  imi)ound  this  river 
without  further  study." 

Dr.  John  II.  Merriam,  a  professor  and  Chcjlrman  of  the 
Dep<utm(Mit  ol  l.'conomics  at  Idaho  State  University,  c:onc:  I  uded  tlhit 
the  'I'eton  D.im  would  cost  a  dollar  for  every  fifty  cents  th.it  it 
might  bring  In. 

Russell  Brown  was  a  senior  research  engineer  for  Allied 
Chemical  Cor{)orat ion.   He  had  been  Involved  In  both  tho  review 
and  preparation  of  environmental  impact  statements  in 
professional  work  and  for  national  conservation  orcjan 1 zat ions . 
lie  oiled  the  'I'eton  Dam  impact  statement  an  "...  I  1  1 -wrought 
Imp.ict  statement.   It  left  out  any  statements  concern  incj  the 
Impact  on  aesthetic  considerations,  recreational  use,  flood 
control,  elliciency,  trapping  of  silt  within  the  dtunmeii  are.j,  the 
hi«jh  h.jzatd  ol  being  in  an  cartlujuako  zone  and  provision  of 
ade(ju<jte  a  1  tern.it  1  ves  to  building  the  dam.   The  damming  of  tho 
Teton  would  replace  a  unicjuo  resource  with  a  vuhj.ir  one... This 
symi)osium  is  .i  ch.illencje  to  those  who  aie  promotintj  the  dammincj 
ol  the  Teton  Rivei.   It  is  a  challenge  which  says  tint  we  ate 
competent  enoucjh  of  our  facts  and  figures  and  aigumontu  to  submit 
them  to  an  independent  review  on  a  winner-take-all  l)asis." 


Dosign  and  Construction 

'I'ho  'I't't  on  D.im  wao  doulgnod  by  tho  Muro.ju  o(  Hoc  1 , un.it  J  on  o( 
Dunvoi  ,  Col  oi  .kIo.   It  wau  douicjncd  an   an  oarthliil  omh.inkinunt 
with  i\    huhjhl  ol  ]()[)    foot  and  a  crout  width  ol  ),l()()  loot.   'I'ho 
olovatl(3n  at  tho  crotit  would  bo  5332  foot  abovo  Boa  lovol.   A 
16,000  KW  [)owor  cjonorating  and  pumping  plant  waa  to  bo  locatod  at 
tho  b.uio  ol  tho  lolt  abutinont. 

M.jtorial  plcujod  In  tho  dam  ranged  from  windblown  ailt  to 
oolo(jlod  uand  anci  gravol  of  ttio  Valloy.   Th  1  u  wau  all  to  bo 
comp<j(jtod  to  dilloront  donuitioa.   'I'horo  woro  aluo  grout  (comont 
and  (jr.wol  mlxturoa)  curtains  to  bo  placod  at  appropriate  u[)otu 
to  prevent  water  aeepage  through  the  dam. 

Construct  Ion  of  tho  dam  began  in  Kebruary,  1972,  wltii  tho 
clearln<j  and  building  of  accoou  roada.   The  river  outlet  tunnel 
waa  be(jun  In  M.irch  and  much  of  tho  vegetation  waa  cle<\red  Irom 
the  t  Ivor  ch<ninel  that  year. 

Tn  197)  tho  cutoff  tronch  and  tho  grouting  of  tho  lower 
foundation  were  completed.   Construct  ion  ahut  down  In  Noveml)er 
because  of  the  cold  weather.   Uy  tho  end  of  1974  the  dcun  Wtia 
completed  to  elevation  5H7. 

In  1971^)  iipprox  i  matoly  5  million  cubic  yarda  ol  emb<uikment 
m<jterlal  were  placed  averaging  700,000  cubic  yards  per  month. 
The  dam  waa  topped  out  in  November  of  that  year. 


Heservoir  Filling  and  l^eleaaea 

The  reservoir  began  filling  as  early  aa  October,  197b. 
IJetween  October  3,  197b,  and  Miiy  3,  197G,  releases  ol  water  were 
limited  to  rec]u  I  red  downstream  flows  of  300  cubic  foot  per 
second.   On  May  3,  1976,  tho  reservoir  de[)t  h  was  HJl)  feet.   The 
next  week  the  flow  waa  steadily  increased  to  8b0  cfs.   This  Wiis 
maintained  until  the  failure  of  tho  dam. 

A  he<wy  snow  that  winter,  estimated  by  some  to  be  1601^  of 
norm.)  I  ,  beg.in  to  thaw.   Design  consideration  suggested  that  in  a 
dam  above  elevation  6200  tho  reservoir  not  be  filled  faster  than 
ono  loot  per  d<jy.   Tho  heavy  run  off  of  water  causeci  the 
Conatructlon  llngineor  to  request  of  tho  Denver  office  that  the 
rate  restriction  bo  relaxed.   It  was  relaxed  to  allow  a  f 1  1 1  I nt) 
r.ito  ol  two  loot  per  day.   Tho  decision  w<is  tj  1  so  m.iile  in  the 
Denver  oil  ic(>  to  .)  I  1  ow  tho  fill  rate  to  rise  gradually  to  three 
loot  [)er  day  until  the  reservoir  level  retK:hetJ  the  splllwijy  crest 
where  excess  water  would  run  over.   Tho  w.iter  luul  i  Oijched  the 
apillway  ch.mnel  when  tho  dam  tailed. 


Chaptor  2 
JUNK  5,  1976 

Chronolofjy  Of   Kalluro 

'I'lioru   wuro   no   ro[)orlti   of   omhnnkmont   prohlomu   or"   ucH'pu 
rupor  t  u(l   pr  lor   to  .Juno   3r{J.      On  .luno   3id,    ixjiljommoI     InupoutliKi 
Iho   rl<jhl    ahulmont    foiin(J   two  small    ooupa    Jocutocl    1  ,  )()()   niul    1 , 'jOO 
lool.  (lowiiul  I  o.un    I  rom  tho   too  of   tho  dum.      'I'houu   uoupu   wotu 
llowiiKj   (jlo«»r  wdtor  at   upproximatoly   GO  and   40  rjallonu   pur 
minuto.      'i'lui    rouorvoir  was   240    foot  doop  at   this   tlmo.      Tho   noxt 
day  anolhur-    lu.»k  was   found   flowlny  20  cja lions  pur  mlnulo   IbO   loot 
downut roam    from   tho   too   of    tho   dam   on   tho   north   si  do.      No 
ad(iltlon<il    soupacju    locations   woro    found   as   of    9:00   a.m.    on   iluno 
4th. 

On  .Juno   f>th   at   7:4b   a.m.    a   survoy   party   obsorvod   a    loak 
comhKj    (rom   tho   ricjht  abutmont   noar   tho   too   of   tho  dtim.      'I'hoy 
ropor tod    this   to   tholr   supervisors.      Thoro  was   no    loak    from   tho 
crust   o(    tho   dam  down   to  about   40   foot   from   tho   bottom   of    tho 
dam.      At.   about    9:10   a.m.    muddy   wator   was   suun   comln(j    from    t  hu 
noi  t  h    uidu   of    t  hu   dam   about   40    fuut   up.      'I'hu   sur  l<u;u   o(    thu   d<uii 
W(js   studied   (or  any  wot  spots  and  nono  woro  discurnlblu.      At  9:  JO 
.i.m.    thu    luak    had    Incroasod  and  was  causlncj   somo   concurn. 

Hutwuun    10:00   a.m.    and   10:10   a.m.    a   wut   spot  duvulopud   on 
tho   downs t roam    faco   of   tho   dam   about   4  0    foot   uj)    (rom    thu   baso   of 
tho   d.uii   and    1')    to   20    foot   away    from   tho   Ctuiyon   w<»  II  . 

At   <d)out     10:  JO   a.m.    a    loud   roar  and   tho   sound   of    ra[)ldly 
runnlncj   w<«tui    woro   hoard.      Tho   volumo   of   wator    Incroasod   vury 
rapidly,    ()S   did    tho   oroslon   of   ombankmont   miUurlcHs.      Tw(j   do/.uis 
wuru   sunt    to   thu   rlrjht   abutmont   at    10:40   a.m.    to   bu<j  I  n   push  I  n(j 
rock    Into   thu   urodlncj   hole.      While   thu  dozurs  wuru   workincj, 
projuct   (MUj  Incur    Hobison   walkud   down   thu    ri(jht   tibulmunt   and 
lookud   diructly    Into   thu   urodlncj   oponlny    in   thu   umbiinkmunt.      Hu 
obsut  vud   a    tunnul     JO    to   40    foot    long   and    roucjhly    6    (uul     in 
dl.imutur   uxtcMidincj    Into  tho  embankmunt.      Thu  do/urs   had  woi  kud   20 
to    JO    minutuu   whun   thu   ono   closust   to   tho   orodln(j   holo   could   not 
attain   su((lclont   traction   to   back   away    from   tho   od<jo.      Tho 
second   dozur   hooked   onto   tho   first   and   a    futile   o( fort   was   made 
to  pull     it    back.      At    1 1 :  JO   a.m.    tho   two  dozers   slid    into   thu 
of)unln<j   «ind   wim  u   wauhud  downstruam.      Thu   (jppurators   had    lumped 
oil    and    iiiadn    th(»h    way    up    the    north    abutment. 

At    .ippr  ox  i  mat  e  I  y    11:00   a.m.,    a   whirlpool    (Ormud    In    the 
reservoir     IS    to    AO    feet    upstream    from    iho    (.ice   ol     the    dam.       Thu 
wh  I  I  Ipool    dl.niM'lur"    r.rpldly    bu(j«ur    to   uxpand.       Ill  (oris    wuru    made 
to    puiih    rock     into    thu   wh  II  pool    with    no   iipp.n  ent    ullei:t.       IJetweiMi 
11:40   a.m.    and    II  : !)()   a.m.,    a   sinkhole   ilevelopud    in    the   downstream 
(ace    ol     I  Ik'    uiiib.nikmiMd  .       Tho    einb.iiikiiient    i:r  est    coll.\p:;tMl    i\{     11  :  SS 


a  .  m . 
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APTIR  VAINLY  TRYING  TO  IHLL  BRIAK 
IN  IMIANKMINT  OP  TITON  t>AM,  TWO 
"CAT"  OPIRATORI  BACK  TOWARD 
lAPITY  AS  THim  BUUDOZEM  ILIDI 
INTO  THI  WIDININO  OAP 


rNprOtll*>HI  IV  till  XON*** 


-I 


I  he  entiro  failure  sequence  occurred  with  great  rapidity 
It  took  only  tivG  hours  from  the  time  of  the  flrut  observed 
seep.Hje  In  the  Immediate  proximity  of  the  dam  until  the  dam 
fulled   l.rom  the  time  at  which  the  dam  was  last  observed  to  have 
no  visible  leakacjo,  9:00  p.m.  the  previous  nhjht,  only  lb  ho   s 
were  required  to  broach  the  dam. 


Possible  Causes  of  I'aihire 

1.  There  may  have  been  settling  of  ground  in  the  canyon. 
Ihis  could  have  led  to  the  cracking  of  materials  In  the  dam 

onu  mv  on   ,   ''V  rl^''  ""'   overlying  materials  ,  rom  bearing 
e(iu.illy  on  (he  underlying  material. 


mrtia««  fc  -■< 


2.  'I'liu  zono  1  material,  an  orodiblo  silt,  wajj  in  diiout 
contact  with  tho  opon-Jolntod  rock  foundation  In  t ho  north 
abutment. 

3.  The  foundation  rock  In  tho  riqht  abutment  iu  oo 
open- jol  nl  ed  that  thoro  wau  a  poubiblllty  of  major  lo«»ka(jo 
thi()U(jh  Iho  cjrout  curtain. 


4.    W.ilur    1  roin   tho    rcoorvolr   mUjht   liavo    louiul    llu   w<jy    .iiouiid 
tho   cjroul.   curtain   and   down   tho   alopo   to   CcUiuo   erouloii   ol     zone    1 
nnterl.il.      Tho    joints    in   tiio   rock   on   the   alcie   of    the   canyon   near 
the    hoi  torn   in.jy    have   allowed   water   to   ueep   around    the   (jrout 
curtain   or    under    It. 

'>.    The   r()(jk    Moor  of  tho  canyon  oxtendu    for  about    170    loot. 
'I'he    uedlment     underneath    is   weak    compcu  ed    to    the    overlyliKj    rock. 
It   hau    h(M!n   poutulated    tlhit    they   couljo  1  Uiat  eii   under    the   wehjhl    ol 
the   dam   .ind    reservoir,    thus    leadliKj    to    the   settlemenl   ol     the 
l)e(ir()(:k     itself    and   thus   the   dam. 
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^  "?  Ilx  >'I.   V 


0.    A    puuulhio    Cijiiuo 
w<ju    uu(j(|t»ut  chJ    Ijy 
a    prolutjuor   of 
(ju()l()</y    ,il     Id.iho 
.'U.ilu    llii  I  vi!i  u  I  ly . 


l^Jr/t-^'U'^-'^'^-^'^^ 


1    <4 


\    ' 


llo    iiiKjfjJMit  II    th.it     t  liu   (Iciin   liny   lnvo    f  lo.ilcuJ.      Hi  omul   w.Uiu- 

nroiiiiui  i'li    In    t  ho    uutllinuntu    ho  low    I  hu   d.jin   with    id  i  i>iim    would    l)iilld 

u|)    1  iko   .1    hydi  <iul  l(^   uyulum. 
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<  :^  V 


'  '^^. 


^1  '■  M  ^ 


v^'*#-:;i^ 


;>--^r^* 


iiiiiii  lint  I   '   iiitii  ' 


■>a<ti  ■»— "^^ji 


It.   w.Hi    tho   (joncluBion   of    tlio    I  nvoot  l(jiU  1  n<)    [><hio  1    Ihiil.    I  ho 
fnlhnn   w.ju   cliio    lo   uooi).)(jo    Ihroutjh   cn.icku    In    t  hu    /onu    1    nut  or  I  <H 
and    to   iJ(!C!|)a(jo   aloncj    Ihu   conlcu:l    botwouii    lint    mat  or  I  <H    and    tho 
lock    loi  mat  Ion.       Uouorvolr   woltjhl    c:.iuuod    rot:kiJ    to   urai:k    allowhui 
uulllclonl    w.itor    to   uuup    throncjh    )olntu   and    oi odo    into    tho   dam. 
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Chaptor  3 


DKSTHlJCrrON 


Damugo  and  I.obo 

'I'ho  falluro  of  the  Toton  Dam  resulted  In  the  lous  of 
approx  iiiial  o  1 Y  one  tliird  of  the  embankment  material.   The  Teton 
pcjwer  and  pumpln<j  plant  uubtitructuro,  uwltchyard,  and  warehouuo 
were  totally  deutroyed.   The  powerhouse  substructure,  turbines, 
generators,  waterways,  and  associated  electrical  and  mechanical 
e(iuipment  were  covered  by  debris  and  sediment. 

The  spillway,  river  outlet  works,  and  auxiliary  outlet  works 
were  essentially  undamarjed.  Access  roads,  land,  recreation,  ami 
tluh  and  wildlife  facilities  of  the  original  plan  and  landscapintj 
are  either  not  usable  or  had  not  yet  been  constructed  at  the  time 
of  the  failure. 

01  the  total  first  phase  Teton  Dasln  Project  cost  of 
$H'j,  676,  ()()(),  t>[)i)roximately  $40  million  in  facilities  was  lost  or 
d<un<ujed.   In  addition,  several  million  dollars  had  been  spent 
I  nveut  i(j<>t  i  ng  the  failure  of  the  dam. 


.JKWIMI.K  •>  Wtfor  Un«  lu(  tram  (h<>  nilMlN|  ••rik  Iklrd  o(  liir 
Trlon  l)«m  Htdirday  ■Itfrnoon  nftrr  »  ki^ilion  ul  Ihc  «(r«<'(ur# 
bfoi*A  (|f|.  The  Wtikr  Unnod  *»ul  Inim  (h<>  diim,  C|iuiil|l|  »r«>M  lotr 


Ihr  rivfr  id  In>  wiu^uBlod.  (I'«mI  KottUli^r  lUff  photo  hy  Knhrri 


,*.).iikx 


■^vaft^fc. 
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Dowiiui  roiim    t  vom   tho   damolto,    accurnto   outlm.ilou   of    ddiiiiKjo 
hnvu    not    hcuii   iHjiiiplut  ud .      Iluwovor,     It    iu   kiiuwn    lli<»l    i\n   nroa    ol 
nppt ox  I  iiuit  u  I  y    )()()   u(piaro   miluu,    oxtuiuiliKj   HO   ml  luu   downul  runm   on 
tliu   'I'uton   cind   .Sn<iko   U Ivors   to   tho   houdwdtcrs   of    tho   AmorloiUi 
I'.illu    Kouorvoir,    waB   olthor    fully   or   partially    Imiiui.itod.      'I'ho 
pu.jk    I  I  ood    I  low  w.iu   outlmntod   to   bo   roii(|hly   o(iulvii]oMt   to   that   ol 
tho   MluiiluulppI    Hivor"    In    flood   uta(jo.      'I'ho   ti(Ujii;   t:omjo{|iionco  wau 
tho    louu   ol    oiovon    llvou   and   tho  dluruptod    llvou   ol    I  lio    2b,  ()()() 
{)ooplo   who  woro    lolt   homoloba   ati   u    rouult   of    tho    I  loodhuj. 

Major   d.nii.u|o   occurrod    in   tho   townti   of   Hoxbmij,    .SiKjar   City, 
and    tho   uurronndiiKj    farmland.      Hotwoon    16,0()()   and    i^O,  ()()()   ho.id   of 
llvoutoc:k    woro    lout   and    32    mllou   of    railroad   woro   dama(jod    or 
doutroyod.       Dp   to    100,  000   acrou   of   primo   a(jr  lou  1  tiir.i  1     land   woi'o 
Inundatod,    with    all    hut    '3,000   acroB   capahlo   of    l)o  I  luj    routorod    to 
f u I  I    product  I  V  I ty . 

l)<unacjo   to  [)rlvato   and   public   property   was   oxtonuivo.      Au   of 
M<irc:h    16,     197  7,    tho   Muroau   of   Hoclamatlon   had   rocolvod    b,61() 
clalmu   total  Incj   moro  than   $2bO  million.      'I'ho   Huroau   luiu   paid  ovor 
$i:JH    million   on   4,930   claimo.       It  wau   thon   outlmatod    th<it    tho 
total    clalmu    to    bo   paid    by   tho    hurotui   of    Woclam.jtion   would 
approach    O'JOO    million.      That    flguro   doou    not    I  nc  1  udo   dam.ujou    to 
tho   d<un   and   (jppui  tonant   utructurou   nor   daiiiatjou   paid    from   othor 
uourcou. 


'  Ofiit^iUNlkl^ily 


MeMONT  0AM.  RIURVOIK 


fOWM  flANT    SITU 


OAtf^MONO 


n  I«  J^  ""'  ''""*'''  '''^'•"  "'  ""'  "<•'"'« "•'•r-.  oim.ul  li>  lh|.  THon  hum  lirn.huKi.  nl 

lliSO  ».m.  rho  m.ml  (-rUlc.l  .poU  urn  hLmik  (ho  Norlh  lurk  of  !<  lot.  HUvr  ulil.h  Uuwh 
ri .      IlIu  V'Ji  •mllhc  ^K.lh  K«rk  nhlrh  l.in.M...  il,r«u«h  II...  nurlh-rn  .,u(,U,U  of 

m\n  woM  of  l{«'\burg.  (l'(MU{iMUtrr  ulnff  druwlng.] 
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CommioBionor  la  Eyo-Witnuuti 


Id.iho  l(tw  placou  tho  roaponB  ibl  1  1  ty  of  copliKj  with  a  local 
dlu«mt.ur  In  I  ho  h.uulu  ol  tho  County  Coiiim  I  uu  I  onui  u  .   'I'ho  Ch<i  1 1  man 
ol  tho  MacJiuon  County  Coinmlasion  in  1976  wau  Kolth  Walkur.   'I'hu 
lollowinfj  aru  hlu  comments  as  recorded  on  April  1,  1*JB1.   'I'houu 
pruuent  at  the  recording  were  Louis  Clements,  as  moderator,  Keith 
Walker,  reca  1  1  I  ncj  hia  part  and  knowlodcje  of  the  'I'eton  Flood  ami 
recovery,  aiui  Doyle  Walker,  in  charge  of  feeding  the  flood 
relu<jeeu.   The  lull  text  of  this  recording  can  be  heard  at  the 
Upper  .Sn<jke  Klver  Valley  Historical  Society  library  at  bl  N. 
Center  in  Hexburg.   The  story  follows  over  the  next  few  pages 
with  pictures. 


NKHDAI.K  -  itiU  In  ilic  imphlc  |>l(»urr  of  ihf  Trion  lUm  brcitli 


,  "      • I-.---..    »■  ....    •.«.>•■  ■.■■■I  uii-aa 

on  Ihf  ri'liin  KlviT  JiinI  mImivc  Ni-HcJulf,  The  nurthcra  Ihird  ol  lb* 
dum  WHNhrd  KHNv  liiil  Ihr  oCh«T  two  (hlrdi  •«  Ur  wm  holdinR  rirm. 
.Ilowvvitr  lh«<  break  In  imtiiiIUIiik  nil  of  Uii-  n»i«'r\olr  walrr  lo  cm- 


(Midf  d(mrl\cr,  lUlf  o(  iho  duin,  or  I  JO  lhiMi<.iin(J  h(  r«<  fi«..».  ua*  UU'4' 


,  a   A     i —  •  —  ""    MI.1II,  wi    ili>  MMiimnilu  H(T«'  H't'l,  Ha«  IflcC 

01  lU  m  IhiiuMiid  airr  f.-rJ  citimdlv.  ( Arrlal  iilwau  h»  Uuli«^) 
BoHtT,  l'om-K(<Kl»t4-r  RUri  ph<t(ii|trR|dH>r.) 


Tiii-^B  .  > 
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IDAHO  ROAD  CLOSURE 


riiili  I  Hull  way  Putrol  rcporUMl 
ItiCu  Moiidiiy  lIlKliway  11)1,  Mr> 


(loHcil    (o    iiortlilMMiiid    Inifllc 
fioni   I'iK'iiUtllo,  floodi'd  ureaw.    ; 


In  Koith  Walkor'o  Worda 

On   Juno   the    bth,    it   was   a   beautiful    mornincj,    one   ol    t  liouo 
really   pretty   oneo   that   make   you   feel    hai)|)y   to   he   .ilive,    ami 
everythincj   w<is  (joing   aloncj   all    rlcjht.      1    had    jutit    Ilnltjhed 
cle<n)ln(j   out    ucjine   coiralu   up  wheio   the   beel    cattle   were   and   we 
had   turned    them   all    out   to  pasture.      Wo   were   cjettlnrj    the   Ciittle 
ready   to  move  up  to  Henry's  Lako.      I   had  been  up  there   lor  two  or 
three   houru   with   one   of   my   boys,    Kim,    when   my   older   boy   came 
ridincj    up   the    road   on   the   motorcycle. 

Ho   said,    "Hey,    Dad,    tho   Sheriff's   department    is    trying   to 
get   hold   o(    you.      They   said   there   is  a   problem  of   some   kind   up  at 
the  dam  and   they   thought   you   ought   to   be   aware   ol     it." 

1    i].iid,    "What   did   they   say   tho   problem   was?" 

He    naid,    "I    i](jn '  t    know.      'I'hey   were    Juut    liyimj    to    i  e.u'h 
you  .  " 


Aboul    thin    time,    hero   came   my    fat  hoi     riding    up    t  lie    ro.nl 
his   {)l(jkup.      Mioi  i  I  I    Tot  (1   Smltli   Iwul   CcjJlod   liim. 


n 
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A    l,IHM»-rool    nmh    In    (ho    l^5B    million    Toton 
Diini  Kcnl  wiiU'i-  Npowing  Into  Hcveral  hlulio  com- 


-  Tilbunt  llaft  Pholoby  lynn  »  j9iiti»or)    j 

munllloH  Hadinluy.  Klfloon-rool  wuvon  were  ro-      ^ 
porliMl  Tliout*un«lH  of  roNldeiilH  were  ovuruutod.      J 


My  liilhur  caid,  "Thoy  said  that  it  waa  IcukliKj,  the  dam's 
leakincj.  Whore  you're  Chairman  of  the  County  Commitisi oners,  1 
think  that  you'd  better  go  take  a  look  at  it." 

I  Lihut  oil  the  tractor  T  was  diqqing  post  holes  with  and 
jumped  over  the  pole  fence.   I  told  Dad  to  slide  over  so  T  could 
drive.   Klin  went  with  us. 

We  l)(H:ked  out  and  wont  up  the  road  about  as  f.jst  as  we  c:ould 

drive.   Thai  was  c»  little  better  than  the  s[)oed  limit.   As  (juic^k 

as  we  cjot  on  the  hitjhw.jy,  wo  turned  the  radio  on  to  hear  it  theio 
was  t»ny  news. 

Hy  the  time  wo  cjot  to  Toton,  the  announcer  s.ild  that  the  d.un 
was  tioin<i,  that  It  had  broken.   The  dam  wasn't  (joiiuj  to  hold  as 
the  water  was  leally  com  I  ncj  out  of  it.   1  told  my  L.thor,  "W  th 
all  the  decisions  that  are  (joimj  to  have  to  bo  m.ulo,  I'd  bet  tei 
BOO  lor  mys(-ll,  now  that  wo  are  thlu  close,  Just  how  b.ul  thln«)s 
are."   So  we  )usl  kei)t  tho  pickui)  Moor  boarded  .nid  wcMit  slrabjlil 
on  up. 
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When  wu  {|()l    Ihoro  wo  didn't   ovon   otop.      Wo    )iiut.   pulluci    into 
t  ho   p.ukliKj   <u  u.i    hy    I  ho   ollico   bulldlliKj.      Wo   tiould   uoo   huiiku   ol 
dirt    coinliKj   out    ol    I  ho    faco   of    tlio   dam   about    t  ho   u  I /o   ol    tho   ol(i 
lut   and   Mlh   ward   church   houBO.      My    flrtit    loollncj   w.iu   ih<it    1 1     It 
wau   ut.ul.lrKj    lo   uooj)  or   broak,    Jt    tho  dam  cou  lil   hold   until    I  ho 
prouuuro   w.ii;   rollovod   a    llttlo   bit,    wo   mitjht   bo   all    rhjht.      Mul 
whurr    I    uaw   t  h.»t   wall    of   wator   and   thouo   bl(j   hunku   ol    dirt   and 
oarth  comlruj  out  of   tho  dam,    J    know  thoro  wau  nothlrKj   to   rout  r' let 
any  wator.      It    )uut  (iumpod  tho  whole   thln<j  all    at  onco.       I    didn't 
know    If   wo   coul(i   mako    It   back   to  tho   brldcjo   ac:rouu   tho  'I'oton 
Ulvor   down    by   'I'oton   boforo   tho   wator   <jot    thoro. 

by    tho    1 1  mo   wo   (jot   back   out   on   tho   highway    tho    raiJlo   had 
told   of    tho   boautlful    olcjht  and  pooplo  woro   comlruj    from  ovory 
diroctlon   u{)   tho   road   to  boo   it.      Thoy  woro    JcjnorlrKj   warnlncjB   to 
(jot   out.      Wu   roally   had   a   problem   bocauBo   of   all    tho   traffic 
hoa(iln(j   b<H:k    that  w<iy. 

My   tho    time   wo   got   down   as    far   as   Sugar   City    tho   state 
police   ol  I  Icoru   woro   starting   to   run   from  (ioor-to-door   an(i   (town 
tho   ul(Jo   r'oa(JB   to  evacuate  pooplo   and  got   them  out. 


Wilford  Church 


I' 


t^!m. 


l*'.-^--^..v.,5iu*A£j?r."^ 


1 


*'  'U*»',.^«i*i,* 


HKXIII'IKJ  -  An  im  Ni«ki>  \Umc  north  uf 
l(4'i.l)ur«  U  vurruuiiilirf  by  ll<M»dmi(i<ri.  lilt  niily 


Thf  pidiirr  hhk  nu<lf  hy  I'oul  HrilMrr  pha. 
Uigmphpr  KoIhtI  Howi  r  Iroin  Ihr  tlr, 


4-    I  '!»   .■  ,  .^iL  I     " 
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llcwIiKj  oxf)orlonco  Jn  tho  Coinmi  uu  lonoru  i)oult.  Ion  lor  cibout 
four  yo.iro,  f  know  what  my  (ioclolon  nuiklncj  roLJponu  I  bl  I  I  LIcjb  would 
l)u.   So  I  ccimo  utraJcjIlt  on  down  the  road. 

WIkmi  wo  fjot  down  to  tho  Roqora  MrolhoriJ  corner,  Doylo  W.Hkor 
and  hlu  wllo  wore  thoro  diroctiiKj  Iraftlc.   I  utoppod  lon(j 
onoucjh  to  toll  Doylo  not  to  lot  anybody  cjo  on  up  t  lio  ro«\d.   'I'ho 
ulalo  polico  woro  tryiny  to  ovacuato  ovoiyono  1  roiii  I  ho  Valloy.   I 
told  him  Juut  to  turn  pooplo  aroun(i  and  head  them  back. 

I  dichi't  ovon  stop  at  my  houso  when  I  camo  by.   I  wont 
Btrahjht  ovor  and  jumped  out  of  Dad's  pickup  at  his  placo  and 
into  my  own.   1  told  my  son,  Kim,  to  run  back  ovor  ami  toll  his 
mother"  to  cjot  all  the  kids,  qot  in  tho  car,  aiuJ  (jot  up  on  tho 
|]  1  1  1  by  tho  collofjo.   Thoy  woro  to  stay  thoro  uiit  i  1  uho  hoarti 
I rom  mo. 

I  told  Da(J,  "Just  got  Mothor  and  don't  worry  about  a  thing. 

And  what  ovor  you  do,  don't  turn  thoso  dagcjonnod  cows  out  on  tho 

hifjhway."   Thoro  wore  about  460  head  of  thom  in  tho  corrals  notir 
tho  hl(jhway. 

I  wont  straight  to  tho  courthouse.  Honnio  Moss,  our  Civil 
Dofonuo  Director,  had  hoard  about  tho  dam  break  and  was  there 
with  Kent  Mar  lor.   That  pleased  me  a  great  deal  because  now  I  was 
not  all  alone.   I  told  Honnio  to  turn  tho  fire  sirens  on  in 
l<exbur<j  .uid  Sugar  City  and  Just  to  lot  thom  i  un  until  tho  power 
was  gone. 


Teton  Hlvor  Bridge  -  North  of  Sug.ir  city 
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Only  a  shell  is  left 


A  (Jl8C()ijru(jod  couple  stands  Inside  what  waters.  Thoir  home  lies  In  rulfis,  only  a 
wub  oncu  Ihu  onlry  to  their  honne  In  Sugar  sholl  of  what  It  wua  before  the  Toton  Duin 
City  following  the  subsiding  of  the  flood     collapsed. 


I  told  hiiii  tint  wo  ro.jlly  iiuudocl  to  know  )uul  how  mui-l»  tlnn' 
wo  Ihul  (or  our  ov.u:u.it.  I  on  hoctUiuu  wo  woro  rom:oi  iioii  «>l)oul  .»  11  I  lio 
poopio   on    I  liu    lower   ulioolu   lioi  o    In   Koxhurij. 
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An  avrlaJ  view  of  Surht  C  lly  covcrcd  wUh  lltMKl  HHkr*  fnmi  Uic  To(oii       Cc 
Dwii.  The  coiiimuiiUy  wm  iio«rI>'  totuJIy  doKtro^cd  during  (Im  flwHJi 


The  pilot  Bald,  "You  bot.   If  you  can  bo  thoro  wlicn  wo  touch 
down,  we'll  juot  turn  right  around  and  tako  off." 

I  had  told  Sheriff  Ford  Smith  that  accord Ing  to  tho  law  hu 
had  authority  ovor  tho  otato  police,  ovor  tho  city  polico,  i\\\(\ 
ovor  ovuryono  oluo.   It  was  a  cjroat  load  to  put  on  hlu  uhouldoro. 

Doll  Kllncjler,  another  Commissioner,  sliowed  up  at  that  time. 

1  told  Dell  to  handle  things  at  tho  courthouse  while  we  were 
gone . 


%^LJi^>i^'    ''''^'•**^ 


\ 


rt 


} 


WwA  walcni  wunkciiwl  wul  iplU  (h«  Suaar  OCv  ovcrpwi  iKyond  repair. 
II  wuN  liikT  doiiM)IUlMHl  by  •  unit  of  the  I  iMh  Niidoiud  Ouiird. 
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-■<*'..r.il   . 


Sugar  City  From  Southwoot 


I*  <■»!  M    m<(!  '«' 


/ 


/     L 


A   kid    (  rom   uc.irch   and   roucuo    from    Idtiho   Kallu   who   had   huaid' 
about    Lho    Mood   on   hia    radio  wati   oltting   out    In    front   ol    tho 
.Shurlll'u   dc'pait  mont   with   a    lour-whoo  1 -d!"  I  vo   unit.      Ilu    told    uu 
that   ho   wouhl   (jot   ua   to   tho   airport.      Honnio   (jrabhotl    a    ladio   ao 
wo  could   communlcato  with   Kont   and   tell    him  what   to  do.      That   waa 
about   au   wild   a    rido   aa   wo   ovor   had.      When   wo   wont   around    tho 
coi-nor-    by    llolao   Caacado   wo   wont   aldowaya   on   all    lOui     tlroa.      Ilo 
h.ul   hlu   ahcMui   (johuj.       I    told   him   wo   woi  o   not   (johxj    to   bo   (\ny 
(jood    to   .Hiybody    ll    wo   dlthi't   (jot    thoro.      Ilo   a.tld    not    to   woity. 
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I  No«l  Brown  of  Hiigar  Clly,  Maho,  |Mnd«ra 
i  future  yfur  hii  funilly  in  wuke  of  ruin-  , 


>Trlbvntll«tlPheto  bylvnnl 

oiii   flood    which   left   hli   home,   hvloiig- 
Ingi  ■  moia.  Home  ia  near  Toton  Ulver, 


When  wo  got  to  tho  airport 
tho  pldno  wda  )uat  landing.   We 
wont  right  out  onto  tho  runway 
in  tho  Ucim   Chargor.   The  piano 
didn't  ovon  I'lnluh  taxiing  to  a 
Btop.   Two  guyo  In  tho  piano 
juut  opened  a  door  on  ono  a  I  do 
and  Jumped  out  and  wo  jumped  In 
tho  other  aldo.   Tho  piano 
turned  around  and  took  off. 

1  kept  hoping  that  as  big 
aa  the  valley  waa,  oven  with 
that  much  {)i-eaaure  coming,  that 
the  water  would  uproad  out  and 
loue  Ita  force.   When  wo  flew 
over  the  wall  of  water,  it  was 
)uut  g(jln(j  over  tho  roof  of  the 
W 11  ford  Church.   Thla  building 
waa  ono  of  tho  old  churchoa. 

I  r.Hlloed  back  to  Kent  and 
told  him  lh.it  It  waa  worao  than 
I  thoucjht  It  Wcja  (jolng  to  bo. 
Aa  near  «>u  I  could  toll  tho 
water  looked  <)bout  thirty  feet 
deep  and  Mom  throo  to  four 
mi  lea  wide.   Wo  could  aoo 
horuea  and  other  an  1  mala  vainly 
tiyhwj  to  out  I  un  It.   'I'ho  w.ilor 
w<»a  moving  too  faat. 


Ijt.-imr-: 


f  HliliU'.v  MmrloU  of  Hiipcrl.   Idiilm.  \n  vol- 
iiiilorrlDM  cli'iiniiii  work  In  flooiUMJ  Hoxltiirtf, 


25 


WhoM  it  lilt  (iltch  banks  arxi  roadwayu,  it  wunt  Juut  that  muuli 
hicjhor  in  the  air.   There  were  trailer  liouoes,  honicB,  and 
uvorythin(j  (Uj.jtinrj  in  the  water.   Wo  circled  ri(jht  around  and 
headoci  b.u:k .   1  told  Honnlo  wo  had  to  got  peoi)le  out  ol  l^exbury 
au  well  au  Ihouo  that  wore  cominrj  out  of  the  Valley. 

We  circled  around  and  atarted  back.  We  oaw  a  pickup  oittincj 
on  one  of  the  roadu  that  run  north  and  south  with  two  fellows 
utandlncj  by  the  side  of  it.   We  caino  down  very  low  with  the  piano 
and  waved  the  wlnqs  at  them  and  tried  to  motion  for  them  to  cjet 
the  hec;k  out  of  there,   'i'ho  wall  of  water  that  was  coming  wasn't 
over  a  luuKiied  and  fifty  yards  from  them.   They  seemed  to  bo 
frozen.   They  were  Just  sitting  there.   One  was  leaning  agijjnst 
the  pickup  an(i  the  other  was  standing  out  in  front. 

The  wall  didn't  really  look  like  water,  it  had  so  much  dirt 
and  dust  in  it.   It  looked  like  a  big  cloud  of  dust,  like  a 
terrific  wind  storm.   1  have  a  fooling  that  they  were  the  two 
fellows  who  came  from  the  Parker  area  to  help  some  of  their 
family  get  out,  whom  we  lost  during  the  flood. 


.  .1 1  '.A .    - ..  . 


{)m\f*  v\  Ni  AS  i'''t''j  U*  rt    I  'Uwik'll  Julin»uti 


Stephen  and  Nanette  Gee  wade  through  Sugar  City  neighborhood  with  children  Emily,  5i  Diana,  on 
dad'i  ihoulderi,  and  Jeffrey,  In  mother's  armi.  Pint  Ward  Blihop  Arlln  Bartchi  li  at  loft.  .  ^ 
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Wo  cumo  rifjht  straight  back  to  Rexburg.  When  we  lit  at  tho 
airstrip  thoro  wero  a  great  number  ot  people  staiuJlng  around  and 
leaning  ag<iinut  tho  buildings.  When  Eldon  Hart  came  running  up  1 
told  him  to  gut  hlu  wito  and  tho  rest  of  tho  help  that  ho  had 
there,  to  shut  his  doors,  and  hope  for  tho  best,  because  in  )ust 
a  little  while  we  wore  going  to  have  water  here  that  he  wouldn't 
bel ieve. 

One  byutcuider  said,  "Don't  toll  me  that,  Keith.   We've  had 
floods  before.   You  won't  even  see  any  water  here." 

I  tol(i  him,  "Take  my  word  for  it;  this  place  is  going  to  bo 
so  deep  under  water,  you  won't  know  what  to  do." 

We  Jumped  into  an  outfit  and  wont  back  to  tho  courthouse. 
Iioo  iJmlth,  the  other  commissioner,  had  shown  up  while  we  were 
fjone,  havliKj  heard  about  tho  flood  on  tho  radio.   llauliiKj  cattle 
up  to  Henry's  bake,  ho  had  boon  told  that  ho  couldn't  take  his 
cattle  on  through  because  we'd  shut  all  tho  traffic  off  to  the 
north. 


Durlnfj  the  first  day  of  tho  flood,  there  was  much  confusion  nm\ 
many  communications  problems.  The  water  flowing  through  the  town 
of  .Sucjar  City  below  is  identified  wrong  in  tho  publication. 


FIOUDWATIHI  FHOM  RUPTURID  DAM  INUNDATI  NIARIY  TOWN  Of  HIXIUKO,  IDAHO 


h'"'"'W«f5W)t»i 
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iJiKj.u-  City,    Id.jlio.      Not  Ico  uovoral   of   tho  homuu   routlixj  at  an  otUl 
niH/Iu    Irom   Ihuir    I  uundat  lona.      Sonio   ol    them   (Uo   uvun   tippud. 
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NIUAK (H V - ThU nhimii KiiKiir ( U)  uadflr lovftril ffft o( wi(4*r 
•H  lli<>  Tplofl  ham  [|«N)dwMU*f  (IrM  Nlriick  lb«  MmHmm  Count)'  i«lty. 
VlrluHlly  nil  of  HuKnr  City  }ku  nnuNdnled  wllh  dNmftgvi  runnlnif 


Into  lh(>  iiilllluiM.  (AorittI  pliolo  by  Kuhcri  Himor,  ruHt-l(o|Uli<r 
plioloKruphtT.)  ' 


^■dfe'  i-i^ 


At  tho  noxt  IntorbGction,  where  tho  atop  licjht  wau,  thoro 
was  a  cjroat  bi(j  cattle  truck  loaded  with  cattle  headed  up  into 
Montana  or  uomcplaco.   A  city  policeman  wao  direct iny  traffic. 

Tho  driver  was  arguing  with  the  policeman  and  telling  liim, 
"Juut  let  me  (jo.   T  can  get  through  before  the  water  comeo." 

1  )uut  stopped  long  enough  to  tell  tho  pollcem.in  that  his 
job  was  not  to  argue  with  anybody.   His  Job  was  to  toll  thorn  what 
to  do.   1  told  tho  guy  in  tho  truck  to  take  his  load  of  cattle  up 
on  the  hill  and  to  stay  up  there  or  to  turn  around  and  got  back 
down  to  Idaho  Kails  or  someplaco,  but  he  wasn't  going  thiough 
horo. 
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Wafer  pouiing  from  fh«  broken  T«ton  Dam  finally  empHod 
into  \\\o  American  Falli  Dam  n«ar  Pocotello. 


I<uxl)ur(j,     Itl.jho 


'•-^!^?^^r^^ 
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ttf!**--fil<»U 


Il'l«i  •*•  i\  pliiiiM>  III  NiiKilir  liM 
|ir<Nlii(  In  titclllly  III  lli<>  iltiMii(<i\tii  ur«'ii  uh  ihtkoiin  Nl<ili(i  in  (jii^  IiIIIh 
mIhiv)*  till'  (My  111  look  hI  Hi 
|itio(oliy  (Jonloii  |{,  llnmii) 


|{^;\IU'l«i  •»  \  pliiiiM>  ol  Nitiolir  lih.-M  Imiiii  a  liuriiliiM  |i('(rol>tiMii 
|ir<Nlii(lN  titclllly  III  lli<>  iloMiilovtii  ur«'ii  itn  mTKoiiN  Nl<inu  In  (ln^  IiIIIh 
mIhivi*  till'  clly  (o  look  ul  IIm-  IIoimIiiI  vuldy,  (ruNt  K(<Klitlvr  nUII 


'I'ho   vohml  <!oru   woro   (joinfj 
1  foin   hoiiuo    I  ()   Ihjulju   nuiklinj    uuro 
th<jl.    ovoi  yhody    w.iu    out.       Ati 
(julckly    iiu    I  hoy   (joL    Ihromjli   with 
oiiu    uLrout    I  h<!y    moved   to   tho 

noxt     C)M(J. 


My    Ih.il.    llinu 
t  hu   Well  or   com  I  iKj 
oL    tho    hill.       Wo 
tho    rool    of    tho   a 
cHui   W.J  I  ("hod    It. 
l(joko(l    1  I  ko    .)    <ji  o 
dltt    c:omin(j.        In 
mlnutoLi    It    w.uj    »» 1 
wholo    ato.i.       .'Jomo 
wtt  1  t  c>    hoiHiou    and 
I  torn    ovcM"    «ihovo    S 
I  lo.itod    on    down    M 
I,()(jii,    (:<»t  1  I  o,     .iiid 
1  1  o.it  «mI    hy  . 


ono   could   buo 
1 rom   tho    top 
cl imbed   up   on 
rmory   bu  i  Idiiifj 
Au    1    uald,    "It 
<it    bl(j    c:loud    ol 
on  1 y   d    I ew 
1    over    tho 

ol     tho    bicj 
ut  ul  1    th.it    caiuo 
mi  t  h    IMt  k 
<i  1  n    Street. 

evoryl  h  1  luj 


When    1    got    back    to   the 
Courthouue    1  torn    the    plane    ride, 
they    liad    moved    everybody    out    ol 
theio    and    had    yone    up   on    the 
hill    to    tho   Army    reuervo 
bulldlncj    near    the   colle(jo.      'rhoy 
had   LJot   up   tho   county   he<id- 
quartero    there.       My    that    time 
wo   had   iiomo   ol    the   N.ition.il 
Cuard    radio   e(iulpment    uet    up   tio 
wo   could   (jet    uc^mo    kind   ol 
communication   out.      'I'he   civil 
Delenue   had   evacuated    the    1  1  rtit 
two   tJtreetu    1  rom   tho    noi  th   vaU^} 
ot    town.      'I'liey   h.jd    tho   city 
police   and    the   utato   police 
workliuj   with    uu    In    Ih.il    area 
uloiKj    with    a    lot    ot    voluntooiu. 


RrXil'KU  ->  Tlir  MAhi  i4rrH  •!  4«wiil<i«i  W<  n  b<«>tiii>  a  Ihlal 
paul  KMUnla)  afUTiitHMi  ttUt  fl«M»J  mmIitn  rw\ir)'d  iitui  h  ol  llir 
r«<iiiMunli>.  Thr  Utr  MflrriuxMi  hmk  rcflrctrd  of  I  lli*<  ^Mll>r,  •■ 
Tii-w<<^  k«*klHK  virM  httw  llti'  nH>(  ol  Ma<li*>ua  M<  inorUI  lluii|ilUl. 
^f^m^  I(ikM<y  mImH  plioU  b)  (iutdoa  K.  Hritwa)      /^  f\ 


...  '  -^  •  ' 


■  i>^        .    >MM.^b~a**a 


Huxburfj   Mcjln   SI  rout 

oiii     hi(j(jcut    ptcjhlcMU   w.»u    I  hu    1  UiU"    lluit    wo    ilhln't     h.wu 
evci  yonu   out    of    I  ho   Valloy.      Owl    In    I  ho    Jul  lorn   .n  i'.j    .nul    pl.itrou 
llko    Ih.jl,     lollowu   wuro    out    M  x  1  luj    I  oiu:o    t«iul    i  i<|).>  i  i  i  mj    t  luH  i 
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(ilLclRMJ   (|ulU!   .1   w.iyu    (  roin   Iholr   houueti.      01  tun    llmuu   oul.    Ihuto 
onu   h.iiJ    lU)    i.ulio   or-   .niylhliKj   u  I  uo   ancl    1b   unl   iiw.n  u   ol    wlnl     lu 
(joliKj   (jn.      i'O  wo   hdd  qui  to   a    toar   about   not   liavhuj   ovorylK)(iy   oul 
ol     llio    1  looti. 

I'rouldont   of    tho   Collocjo,    llonry    Kyrlncj,    i:.niiu   ovof   ami   u.iiil, 
"Anylliln<j    you    need,     It'u   youru;     Juut   auk    lor    It." 

Wo    told    him   wo    luui    an   awful     lot    ol    i)ooplo    with    no    p  Uu:o    to 
utay.       Ho    uaid    I  ho   collo(jo   would   titait   woikhuj    i  Itjht    now    to    I  hul 
a   placo    lor   ovoryhody   by   nkjht.      Ho   alt30   bald   that   t  hoy   would   tiot 
thlnyti   u|)    In   tho   calotoria   wlioro    thoy   would   Ihwo    loiul    lo   oat. 

"It   w.ujn't   until    later   but    1    think    th.»t   you    (to   Doylo 
Walkor)    h.id    .ibout     M,()()()    In   thoru,    didn't    you    Doylo?" 

Doylo   W.ilkor:    "Pretty   clouo   to   that." 

Kollh    Walkor:       When    thoy    otartod   ciuotimj    tho   onou    that 
thoy   wore    I  ood  i  n(|    it    jumped   up   a    lot   more    than    that.         J^'^^^^   '^ 
ol     thoLio    ll.juros    thoy   cjavo   out   to   titart   with   wore    ,^^' '  ^\',  '    "^*' '  ^.,.^ 
that    thoy    i.ut     out     in    one   day    or    uomothlnc)    like    that  '  ^    "  ."^^^  ^ 

a    qreat    numhor    ol    ULi   who   didn't   cjo    through    tho    ualotoi  la  ^''i';- '^^ 
of    tho    tronuMulouu    rouponu 1  hi  1 i t leu  wo   had.      Thoro   wau   probuu. o 


un    lio    lit  roncj    that    wo    couldn't   (jot    loouu    to   do    that 
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'I'hoy  ]ust  kept  bringing  in  sandwiclioo  anti  lhin(jij  and  wu  juut 
kopt  goinc)  utcady.  1  romcMiibor  tho  lirut  night  l>y  I  hu  t  i  mo  it  got 
dark  wo  ij.ui  worci  back  tliat  tiioy  liad  ovorylxxiy  llwit  wau  up  tlioro  a 
place  to  ut.jy.  'I'liey  had  also  ted  them  uuppor,  which  iu 
uomuthin(|.  it  is  Bomo  kind  ot  a  foat  that  you  t^ni't  even  imagine 
anyway,    tluit    many   people. 

HIaino   IJ.ike  w<iu  working  with  uu,    with  our   pcUtniiudlcLJ  .uid  our 
ambulance   uervico,    to   coordinate   with   the   houpltiil.       iJucMutjo   ot 
all    the   (lilt,    tilth,    and   the   barnyardu   alon(j   with    the   do. id 
anim.Hu   t  h<it  were  coming  through  they   lelt  we  noodoci   to    Inoculale 
everybody    lor   'I'otanuu   and   other   thingu.      On   the   National    Cai<\h\ 
radio   wo    t  i  I  od    I  o   get    Moiuo    to   oond   medicine    lo   (jive    to    tho 
people   who   had    boon    in   the    tlood   area. 


'^m/S^iOiAmfSf 


kOHt'lMS  -  Th«<  hmiaII  (trmlni  (uinniunlly 
w>Tl\i  of  lilithu  h»\\n  Hat    coxcrtd  with  H«t«<r 


\ht\tg\»t  A  Hnivtii  (iKili  lliiN  Hi'riiil  \I<'M  IimiLIiik 
norlhraiil  •(rumi  Ihr  cuiniiiuiilly  la  Ihr  Ulf 
ni<»rnliiK. 
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I-I.<H)I)IN(1  K\A)SU  (hf  Hoitkc  Klvrr  in  Idtihu 
I'ulU  Im'Iow  ihf  nih  HI.  BridKP  toviim  lunihor 
Hljukcd  kl  Max  krr  »tui  H«)n  I.uiiiImt  <'n.  In  llio 
up|Hr  purl  of  Ihc  plwilu  md  the  Aincor  cuncrdc 


workN  III  On'  Itmcr  poriloii.  Holh  flrmn  are 
locaird  on  llic  Soiilli  NtlloHnlonr  IIIkIiw»)< 
d'oNlltrKNliT  ^lH(l  pliolii) 


Where   the   water   had   cjone   back   ui)   the   water   tiyLilem    in 
Hexhurcj,    there   wati   no  water.       I    was   tryimj    to    remc.nl.or   how   many 

honuaml.   o(    .allona   ot    Clorox    that   we   ,ot   hoh     ol    to      ' -^'-' 
the   oyL^tems   out.      Milk    tanker   units   came   hrlncjlm,   wate      In    tio 
ot^her    areas.       We   had    Uolated   Bituatlons    like    hahles   who   we.  e    on 


We    h.ui    toll  nd 


qoat'o   milk    and   couldn't   have   anythlncj   else 

qoafu    milk.       That    mlcjht    not    ueem    like    a    very    serlouu    thl.uj 

comparetl    to   everythln.j   else   but    to   the    Individuals    it    was 


ucrious.       hell  eve    It    or    not,    we    tound   cjoat's    milk. 
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I    think    it  wdo   about    12:30   a.m.    that   nicjlit   that   wo    finally 
got    looiju    lor   a    tew   minuteu.       I    don't    romunihof   what    room   Kent 
took    uu    to.       1    think    It   waii    in   thu   boyii'    dormitory.       I    w.iu    In   my 
work    clothcLJ,    not    tho   cjrcatout    In    thu   world    hoc.niuo    1    h.ul    boon 
workln<j    In    tho   corral.      'I'lio    tullowu   wotklny   with   iiiu   muni    h.wu 
thou(jht    th<jt    t  huy   woro   not    to  qood   cither   bocautju    thuy   h<>d 
another  nvA.  ol    clothou   lor  mo  whon   i    wau  roady   to  (jo  btiok   to  work 
In   tho   mornlncj. 

I    t^hlnk    by   tho   timo   wo   cjult    that   nhjht   wo   out  I  mat  od    thoro 
woro  ono   hundred   and   titty-objht   pooplo  wo  couUln't   account    Loi". 
At    tho    1 1  iiK!   with   all    tho   conluuion   and   ovoiythliKj   oluo    that   wau 
fjolrKj   on,     It    didn't   occur   to  uu   that   pouulbly   uomu   ol    t  Ikmii  out     in 
tho   iSalom   aro<i   would   hoad   out   to   Kcj  I  n   Monc:h   bocaULJo    It    wau   i:louor 
and    hlijhur   (jround    than   comliKj   back    thiu   Wiiy.      Wo   h.ul    no 
commun  Ic.it  lonu   with   lit.    Anthony   or   anyljody   o  I  uo   at    thIu    timo. 


^ty^M^jz^  -»• 


lltMIO  KAIIR  (lllioM  iiiiid  !■  *•••<  *''«'l»' 
fliMKlliiK  ^•••'r  Iroin  Jhf  Rn»kr  HImt  •«  l»»rjf  If) 
(o  i.hvrr  up  a  •umll.tl  <»Wi>  U  »rr>.Bl  \VM\n%  ^^ 
ni\rr  I'urkm)  kiiiiIiioMP»  Aimdn)  ftllerausa. 


WNli'ra  lo  drll^or  llir  i«rKO.  (I'holo  b)  Kl«h 
Urown,  AwMM  lal«Hl  I'ri'w) 
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M.  •..<• 


All    the   phono    lineu,    power    llneu,    ami   overylhiiuj   (jIuo   woiu 
fjono.       In    l.ict,     I    CiHi    roincnibor    looking   out   ovur    t  hu    v.jlluy    tint 
ni(jht   .ind    IkivIikj   a    ulck    loollncj    in   tho   pit   ol    my    utomach.      'rhoio 
waun't    a    I  hjhl    any|)la(Jo   out    thcro.       Jt   wau    )uut   au    black    au    thu 
inui(i(j   ol    a   clouot.       It    Wi>u   a   kind   of   dlllcrent    loulhuj    to   luivu. 

I    rtJiiKMiilxir-    r  i  n.H  I  y    that    T    rollod   ovur   on   thu   t!ot    t  huy   had 
thuru.       It    tiuuiiuni    I    hiHuly   uhut   my   uyuu   whun    I    was   (jwakunuii.      Wu 
wui  u    tJuppoucMi    [u   muut   with   Gunural    Shoru   at    J :  00   a.m.    th.il 
mornhKj    to   <jo   out     in   onu   of    tho   National    Guard   hulicu)pturu    that, 
had    (in.Hly    <urivud.      Wu   had    roa  II  y   tried   Iwird    to   (jut    t  hum    in 
huru    hucinntu   wo    knew    that   wao    thu   only   w<jy   wu   could   (jul     to   uomu 
puoplu   out    in    tho    Ilood.      Wo   called   anci   calluci   and    callud.       I 
don't    know   what    tho   problem   wau,    what   tho   hant]    up   wau,    but    they 
wuru   uuppouud    to   bu   comin<j   from  Mountain   llomu  Ah'    f'oi  cu   llauu.      Wu 
h.ul    <»j;k('(l    for   them   .ibout    12:00   or    12:  JO.      'I'huy   didn't   (|ut   huro 
unt  il     just     t  i  mo    to   m<iko   ono    run   before    It   cjol    dark.      Why    it    took 
tlhjt    lon(|    to   (jut    those   choppei  u   over   hei  e    I    will    never    kncjw 
unless    it   was    just   rod   tape   and   makin(j   sure    that    thhxjs   were 
serious    enou(jh    that    they   would    have    aut  hor  i /,(«t  i  on    to   expund    that 
k  i  nd    ol     money . 
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On  that  only  trip  thoy  made  before  it  got  dark,  they  picked 
up  one  boy.   Two  boys  had  been  fishing  up  the  river  in  the  canyon 
below  the  dam.   One  of  them,  of  course,  went  on  down  with  the 
water.   'I'ho  other  one  did  too,  but  ho  got  hold  of  a  big  tree 
strong  enough  to  stand  up  to  the  water.   Wlien  they  flew  over  it, 
they  found  him  up  in  the  top  of  tlio  tree.   lie  had  a  punctured 
lung.   They  got  him  up  out  of  tiioro  and  brought  li  i  m  i)ack  in  to 
the  hospital  and  ho  recovered.   I  think  that  tiiey  picl<ed  up  one 
or  two  others  individuals  on  the  tops  of  houses  and  places  like 
tliat. 

Anywijy,  we  had  made  arrangements  with  General  Shore  that  at 
first  1  i(jht  we  would  go  over  the  area  in  one  of  the  choppers  to 
see  just  exactly  how  bad  things  were.   So  at  3:00  a.m.  we  had  to 
be  back  over  to  our  headcjuarters.   We  met  with  lilm  and  Wiiited  lor 
the  personnel  to  service  the  helicopter  and  check  it  out.   It 
seemed  like  (ju  1 1  e  a  bit  o(  time  before  we  took  ol  t  . 


dust  as  it  was  starting  to  get  light,  General  Shore,  Del, 
I.oo,  and  1,  and  President  Hicks  (Mark  Hicks),  our  Hetjloiuil 
Hepresentat  1  ve,  (lew  over  tlio  area  out  throucjh  Sugiir  City  and 
Salem.   It  was  first  thought  that  Teton  City  was  gone,  but  by 
some  miracle,  Teton  sits  on  high  enough  ground  that  the  water  did 
not  even  touch  it,  but  went  to  the  north.   Teton  was  cc)m[)lelely 
1  ree  of  it.   Anywiiy  when  we  went  over  the  area  wo  couldn't  see  an 
earthly  thing  alive  down  there.   Altliough  all  the  pressure  of  the 
water  was  gone  there  were  still  places  where  the  Wtiter  was  two  or 
three  leet  deep  or  deeper  In  big  pools.   Where  houses  had  been, 
some  [)laces  we  (jould  see  just  a  cement  foundation  lull  ol  water", 
like  a  swimming  pool.   No  trees,  no  out  buildings,  no  lences, 
nothlncj.   It  w.js  the  most  desolate  looking  sight  one  could  ever 
see.   It  miHJe  us  sick  to  our  stomachs. 


iJlrA.UA'^f^. 


DI-.ltKIH  AND  Ulli-J  mmiIImikkIiik  •'((orlM  •(  lli«  liPtdKalra  to  Uif 

hlitho  (  uiiul,  hIktc  I huuI  wttUr  U  )il|ihon«'il  from  Ihr  Hiiatir  l(lv«>r 

'  jiiNl  north  ut  liM<  (  oiiiily  l.lii<<  Kil   nrurl)  lod  Ui  dlxtMUr  lor  miin) 


Ih4<  MniibaK**  pil^'d  o^<'r  U>*'  wInrhrK,  aiMj  walrr  iunHihI  dona  tiir 
t'iinnl,  dUiTUH)  (>\ou(uiill)  Iruin  l«lulio  KitlU  uul)  Ihm  >um<  ■  IM  (iMtt 
Hld«-  b«>lt'  to  Uir  w«<«4  litiiik  ol  (hr  < mtul  «i»n  ru4  U  \ii  ntkUr  find  lU 
mt>  biMk  lo  lh«  r1vi<r.  (TmI  KrRUtrr  nUd  phi4M^)kJ».  J  HIlMta)  i 
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MfiUlWU  ALLKV  mi  (lio  W(<n(  Hidv  u(  (he  Hnnke  Ulvor  In  Iduliu 
KhIIn  In  Htm  ntflciully  Klvor  I'ttrkwav,  bu(  dirilciiK  to  rcritKnUo 
Iw^niUKr  of  llic  plIrN  of  I)Mkii  hikI  (Im<  oiiHt  wlilcli  Mrw  IhroiiKn  lliv 
HrcM  iiiurNiliiy  ulloriKHMi.  I.ooul  Civil  hctitiiifl  oKlclulit  Iimvo  or 
gunliod  Hundliim  <  li'miiijui  lor  Aridity  ovvnlim  mid  Siilunlay  iiiotH- 


liiK.  City  olllrlaU  liMV(>  told  roNldi'iilN  Itiry  niiiy  liik«>  llir  Iimk'*  (or 


Uo^lr  own  nM«,  If  llioy  d^Nlro.  Ttio  InigN  lM>l|>(d  Krcally  In nuvIiiu  llio 
u««Nt  liitnk  from  N(>vrr«  flood  duiiiiiK««  over  tht<  HO«'k«<nd.  (i'oMt- 
lt4|(lH|(>r  Hluff  photo) 


'i'ho    Mood    vicllmu   mot    In   Lho   lldit    l-'lo  Idhouuo.       I    can 
roMXJinhor    muc!tln(|   with    Ihu    I'rouliilncj    llluhop   ami    M.Ji  h.ua    .Smith    loi 
a    low    minnlou.       Tlioy    caino    ovol"    to   our    uomnunid    lioa(li|ii.u  I  oi  u . 
W<Hkin(j   l).u;k   down   lho   ulroot   and   crouuintj   ovor   to   lho    lloldhouuo, 
.Slulor    Smith    luxvj   a    youn(j   mothor    lyliuj    In    lho   (Ji.juij.       Sho    h.ui   a 
iJttlo    bahy    I  y  I  n<j   on   hor   btomauh   and   bho   wati   uomul   tiulooi). 
{Jiutor   Smith    took    ono    look   at   hor   an(i    Juut   broko   out    t»nd   criod. 

When   wo   wont    in   thoy   had   mo   con(iuct   tho   mooting   antl 
Introduco    tho    upo.jkoru .  .  .  I    upoko    a    low   mlnutou.       Wo   didn't    luwo 
too   m.jny    thoro   bocauuo   of    thu   conluulon.      Somo   haiin't   (jot  ton    to 
l)0(i   until     i;^:()()   p.m.      A    lot   probably   woro   not   awaio   ol    tho 
mootliKj   bocauno   wo  had   pooi)lo   uctittorod   till    ovor    In   ovoiy   houiilmj 
complox    tint   didn't  (jot   wot.      'I'houo   that  woro   thoro    juut   ti.it   with 
a    kind    ol    (jl.i/.od    look    in    thoir   oyou   and    a    utunnod    .ippoaianoo. 
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Chapter  4 


KI,OOI)  HKCOVKHY 


The   l)<j(jl  niiintj   of   thio   otory   on   tlio   rocovoiy    1  roin    I  ho    1  I  ood 
will    l)o   i\   cont  i  nudtlon  of   tho   tapo  of   County   Coniml  ulj  ionur   Ko  1 1  h 
W<ilkur   i\u   ho    rolatoo   hlo   romombranco   of    thouo   ovoiitu.      'I'h  1  u    tapo 
iu   on    lllo    In   tho    library   at   tho   llpi)or   Snako   Hivor   VcH  loy 
lllutorical    Socioty   at    bl    North   Center    in   Hexbury. 

Keith   Walker:      'J'ho   next   thincj   wo   put    into   [)rac:ll(.:o   w.m    I  ho 
trainincj   <>n(l   all    tho   yoaru  of   work  wo   ha(i  h.ul    in    leacleruhif) 
pouithinu  and  tho  correlation  Byutoin  of  tho  Chuich.      Wu  ut<utod  to 
have   wh.il    wo   c<»lle(l   a   correlation   meetinij   at   ():()()   every    moinhuj. 
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n«hiiN   from   iipMtrfam  floo<1ln«  mIoiik  Clic 
Kiiiiko    Klvcr    |»ll«'«   up   mhuIiibI   biUlgo   l» 


liillllO 

Hulcr 


to    luuk    «ip    Jinit    flood    tlio    town 


Amplilbloui  Army  vehicio  traveli  through  tho  Riv«riid«  Pliza  ihopplng  center  In  Blackfoot.  />  // 


Ptjopla   Ii.kI    lihown   up  an   oarly   ao   Sundcjy   waiiliiKj    to   hulp. 
liiKjh    I'lyurltiixl    h.id   coiiiu    in   ami   <)uko(],    "Wliuro   c<iii    I    hulp   dnd   what 
do    you    MoudV" 

I    aiikod    III  III  who   hu  wau   anci   what   ho   hail.      Ilu   lolii    inu    I  hat    ho 
w«ju    t  ho    r.niit odili-r    I  ch"    IJui(jraft    ConutruuL  Ion.       I    at-jkod    him   wluil 
kind   ol    o(|ii  i  pincMil.   hu   h<ui.      lio   uaid   ho   thxi   anythiiuj    wo    luuulud.       1 
atikud    him   whc^i  u    It   wau.      Ilo   uaid   half   ol     it   wau    in   lit.    Anthony 
<)nd    t  hu   olhur'   hall    wau   down   to   Hlcjl^y.       I    uaid    that   wau   (jruat  . 

Wo   had   (ioturminod    trom  the  hollcoptor  tliat   wu   haci  ono   hrld(/u 
intcjct,    1  liu   old    utoul    brid(jo   on   tho    rivur    road   (JoIikj    to   Moyui  u 
Hi()tlH!tu.       'I'Ik!    ovui  pauu    on    IDl    wau   cjono,    wauhcd    litjiit    out,    «uid 
I  hu    1)1  id(|u    w.iu    (jonu    thuiu.       iJut    tho    old    utuul    l)rld(ju    that     Wiiu 
Iju  I  1 1     llku    t  hu    ra  I  I  roaci    bridcjou   wau   utlll     inlcjut.       It    wau    tho 
only   oiiu   wu   had.      'I'ho   roadu  woro   wauhod   out   Inidly   on   both   uidou 
ol     it. 

lliKjIi  u<»iii  ho  woul(J  brinq  ovory  ploco  o(  oijulpmont  ho  iM)uld 
fjut,  (Hid  ho  dl(i.  'I'huy  utartcd  and  ran  twonty-lOui  houru.  'I'hoy 
novui     uhut    them   down.       'i'hoy    )uut    luolod    t  hum    and    ku|)t    Ilium   tjoliu). 

'I'liuy    utartud    bulldin(|    thu    road    north   ol    town.       HuIOru    tlusy   itould 
(jc;l     to    wht.'iu    thu    lOiulu   wuro    all    wauhod    out    and    I  ho    bUj    luilou 
wuiu    t  huy    had    to   cluiii     lo(j     jaiiiu   out    ol     thu    town    luadu.       CoiiiIik) 
out     tow.irdu    thu    rivur    bridge,    tho    rod    w.iu    out    on    both    uidou. 
'I'huy    couldn't    uvun   ()ut    to  what   wau    lolt   ol    tho    biiil»)i!.      'i'hu    rIvur 
w.iu    I  I  I  I  ud   with   liouiJuu   and   dubilu   uo   badly    bulwuun    thu   tjli  dun;   <)l 
tho    bridfjo    tli.it     tho   wator   w.jun't   (JoIikj    uiuku.       It    w.iu   ()oin«j 
around    both    uidou.      'I'hoy   had    to   clo.u    (>    p.ithw.iy   with    tho  m  r- 

loaduiu    .iiid    tlo/ur  u    uo    t  huy    coulii    utiul    hauliiiij    tji.ivul    and  rO 

m.it  ur  1 .1 1  . 
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'I'huy   ut.ittod   to   build   that   roud   bauk   throiKjh   t  liu   V.illuy. 
Thoy   did   (jto.it   until    they   cjot   to   Su(jt»r   City.      Thou    Ihuy    luniod 
north   .»ud   lit  .u  tod  out   towardu   thu  Noith   Tork   ol    I  he  'I'olon.      'I'hcMu 
thoy   would    juut    (|ut    tho   road   built   bdt:k    In   <iud    Ihon    lluit    nUjhl 
tho  water  would   come   up   for   ooino   roauon  and  wauh    it   out.      We  were 
juut   ut<»rtln(j   to  (jet   our   normal    hl(jh  water  ti  I  nc:e    it   wan   tlje    (hut 
part   ol    dune.      Not   only  did  wo   have   the   problemu   the  d<nn  (jave   to 
uu   but   we  didn't   have   any   river  channelu.      Trailei'   houseu   and 
1  .u  m   machinery    lit    in    tlio    river   l)eciu   ami   plu(j(jed    tliem   oil.      'The 
river   W(»t]   (jolntj   out    tiiroucjh   tlio    tleldu.       1    can    i  emembei     they 
built    t  h<»t     road    bauo   up    four,    live   or   oix    leet   hbjh    Ihroutjh 
tliere.       Iin«j|ly,    tliey   cjot   uome   culvertu   anti    threw    them    in    the 
roaii   uo   they   could   run   tlio  water  on   throu<jh. 


W(>    lelt    lint   we   haci   to  iiave  correlation    in   everylhhuj    th<it 
w»Hi    liappen  I  i»<j .      'I'lnnk    ijoodneuu   we   had    uome    veiy,    very    upecLiI 
lndlvidU(Hu,    minute    men,    who   came    on    the    up(it  .       Some    ol     them 
tit(>yed   with    uu   all    the   way   throu(jh.      Devon   Heattle,     I  rom    the 
collecje,    w.ju    thete   ami   WtUited    to   help    in   any   way    lluit    he   t:ould. 
Wu   put    him    in   ch<»r(je   ol    all    the   ecjulpment.      Anyl){)dy   who   Wiju 
comhuj    in   who   wanted    to  (jo   to  work   liaci    to  (jet    cletn»»nce    tln()U(jh 
uu    and    thi()U(|h    him.       We   had    to   know   what    kind    of    e(|ulpm(>nt     they 
h.td,    where    It   wau  woikhuj,    liow  many  houru    it  Wi>u  woiklmj,    <\nd  how 
inucli    they    expended    io   be   pai(i.      We   uued    the    utate    hUjhway    booku 
lor   a    pay    t;c<ile    lor    the   ul/o   ol    the   ecjuipinent   lieimj    usiul. 
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HI  A(  Kl  (N)T  -  Tmllrr  hoiiii*  «Uiid»  In  ii(M|iiitn(  Miil«>r  lift  Iroiii 
Uh'  rimlHK  ll4NNlHit(«ri  u(  IIh<  Nniikc  l(l\ir,  llUt  kiwtl  IimiIi  (lt(«  lirmil 


o(  llir  ri«MNlM  MiMiilii)  aiitl  iiii'Mlti)  Iroiii  llit<  ItiirNl  I  rioii  hum  i>l  lunl 
SM(iir«lii).  (I'tNil  KritlNtcr  mIuII  |iiiolo  t»)  (  lirU  IhiiiitHiin) 


IlLACKI'lMIT  -  Dt-lirlH  ri<i»U  In  tliti  rioo«lwHl4<n«  In  and  urouiid  Iho 
ItlvorNhli'  riitXH  nIio|i|)Iiik  (Tnlcr  In  HIiicI(I<h)(.  One  IrulliT  homo  In 
ilic  (tcntor  ul  the  |»i<  (iirr  huh  not  niuvcd  out,  but  iiim(  uf  llio  iiiubiln 


luMiH'N  mid  4'urN  Hud  IruckN  hIoiik  the  mule  wen*  n<inovi<d  b4>fore 
Iho  fItHMlM  lilt  IMiMidiiy.  (I'lmt  id'HlNtrr  NUt(  |)lioU»)  | 


I  I  111  Ilk  WO  woi  kuii  thu  Mrut  two  wooku  of  t  In  oo  on  I  l»u 
oinorcjoncy  pluiuo.   Wu  workud  wlthoui.  any  (jovornmoiil  puoplu  liuiu 
WdntiiHj  to  Mil  out  all  Iho  lormu  boloro  ciny  work  could  ho  dono. 

it  wao  Monday  whon  Gonoral  Hrookeo  uhowod  up.   llu  w.iu  oui 
Adjutanl.  (]onoral  (or  tho  Slalo  ol  Idaho,  a  two-utai-  (juiun.il. 
CovotMof  Andruu  had  put  him  in  chaKjo  ol  tho  utato  tauk  loic:o. 

All  oxcopt  fittoon  ol  tho  utato  i)olico  oll'lcoiu  woro  biou<)hl 
In.   Thoy  uot  up  all  tho  road  blocku.   Tho  fiiut  nhjht  ono  ul    thu 
bhjcjuLit  concornti  wo  had  wau  bocurlty  on  what  proi)orty  wau  lolt, 
liko  jowulry  utorou  downtown.   Wo  told  our  pol  U:u  c:hiol,  hl.iir 
i;io[)(Jtt,  that  wo  would  put  a  ourlew  on  ami  that  nohoily  wau 
al  lowud'downtown.   Anyono  cauijht  Ihoro  wau  to  bo  .uroutoii.   Au 
(lulckly  au  tho  water  dropped,  a  lot  of  people  (jot  boatu  and  came 
downtown,  aiixiouu  to  ueo  what  wau  lelt  ol  their  buulneuueu  and 
the  banku,  and  all.   Tho  police  tried  to  1  l«jht  it  lot  a  while  .nui 
hold  Ihem  back  but  t  i  na  I  I  y  they  juut  (jave  up  .nid  naid  to  tlu-m,  (|o 
to  It.   They  juut  cjot  out  ot  the  way. 

We  lK»d  many  people  by  Monday  who  c}ot  here  and  even  by 
Sund.iy,  who  were  curiouu  to  (jet  into  the  area.   They  wanle(l  to 
(,,,  lhi(')w.jh  eveiythincj.   When  tho  utato  |)()llce  (jot  here  we  uet  up 
hlocku  on  <>ll  roadu  into  tho  area.   They  weren't  uup[)oued  to  lot 
<uiyl.ody  In  without  authorization.   I  know  that  uome  ol  the  utato 
(,lllc:iahi  and  uome  othoi"  people  had  .«  pi  ot  t  y  i()U.)h  time  (jet  t  I  n.j 


n 
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A  lonely  itop  sign  faili  to  hold  back  flood  moving  down  a  Blatkfoof  itreet.    P  ^   ^ 


'I'lio   Lihcrlfl    wdu   locovurincj   from   rucent   hcun  L   uurcjory.      'I'hu 
utrcjin   an(i   worry   would   huvo   boon   too  much    for   him.      Acuuntlinq    to 
I  ho    l.jw,     If    I  hu   Jihcrlll     lu    1  nci  1  upcjuocJ ,    tho   County   Coronui^    iu   thu 
next    ono   who   Uikoti   ovor.      Wo   put   Coronor  Grey   Ciawtjon    hi   uh.n  (ju 
ol     l.jw   unl  ori^omont .      Ilu   coord  1  iidtoU   all    iho   ultilu   polU:u   and    tho 
r(j.id    blocku.      Mu   had    had   a   cjruat   dual    ol    uxpurluncu    In    tho 
mill  tary . 

Wo   h.ui   ijo   m.my   pooplo   trylncj    to  qot    Into   our   ollico    Ih.jt.   wo 
liad    to   put   (ju<irdij   on    Iho   cJoor   to   koop   Ihom   out. 

Hy   Monday   morninrj  wo   had  docldod   to  hold   corroLitlon 
mootlntjij   at   ():()()   ovory   mornlnq   with   our   !Jt<»ko   I'rou  IdcMit  u,    IhKjh 
liyoi  l<ind,    I'touidont    Hlcku,    II    &    K '  u    man,    and    othoru.       Wo   «javo 
Devon    (hoattlo)    ton   or    tiftoen   minutou   each   moinin(j    to   toll    uu 
juut   wh<)t   wati  worklncj   and  where.      Anyone   comincj   and  wantlncj   to  (jo 
to  work   ha(J   to  tioe   him.      Wo  had   the   f  1  y-by-n  hjlitortj  who  drove   all 
tho   way    I  lom  Now   York   to  help.      It  wau   k  1  n(i  of    i  nt  oreut  i  n(j .      Motjt 
ol     tho    people   were    really   (jroat    thoucjh    uome   of    them   woulil    come 
back    tHid    want    to    tui n   a    bill    In    to   the   County.       Come    to    1  i nd    out 
they   wore   b  i  I  I  I  nfj   Murcjraff   and   tho  county    for   tho   Licuiio   woik.      Hut 
wo   wore    oj(j<>nized   well    enoucjh   and    uet    up   well    onou«jh    that    wo 
didn't   h.ivo   c>ny   problomu    In   theue   areau. 

Konnio   <\nd   Kent   were   uuporb.      I    don't   know  Ikjw  wo   t:ould   have 
I  ound    any    who   would    have   worketi    any    better    th.in    I  hem.       It    wau 
hard    to    bollovo    tho    thincju    that   wore   accomplished. 
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When  our  rjovcrnment  offlcialo  fJrut  started  to  como  in  thu 
corrol.jl  loM  mootliKju  wuro  a  real  lifutiavor.   Tint  lirut  Monday, 
Gonoral  IJrookeu  came  in  and  aukod  mo  to  cjo  to  Idaho  Ka  1  I  o  to  a 
epocial  mootlnrj.   1  told  him  that  1  didn't  know  how  I  could  cjot 
away.   Hut  ho  uald  that  tho  mooting  wau  vory  Important.   Ilo  Ctunu 
and  pli:kc!d  inu  up   with  hlu  titalf  drlvor  and  wu  wont  to  Idciho 
Fallu.   'I'ho  mootinq  wao  In  tho  Civic  Auditorium  cloar  lull  ol 
pooplo.   Thoy  all  reprutiented  dlfturunt  (jovurnmont  (jroupu. 
AILor  about  an  hour  (ot  llatonlnrj  to  thom)  I  wau  uo  norvouu  I 
couldn't  ut<jnd  It.  I    had  uo  many  thlncju  cjolncj  that  I  uhouldn't 
ovon  Ihwo  boon  thoro.   All  wo  did  wau  lluton  to  thom  (jot  up  and 
introduce  thomuolveu  and  whom  thuy  roprouontod  lUid  wh.it  I  hcsy  h<ul 
to  oil  or  in  tho  w.jy  ol  hulp. 

I''in<jlly  Gonoral  hrookou  interruptod  Ihom.   Ilo  told  thom  ho 
had  tho  Ch.iirm.ni  of  tho  County  Commi  uulonoru  thoro.   Ilo  thoucjht 
it  would  bo  nico  It  thoy  would  cjlvo  mo  a  uoconil  to  ulhiro  my 
tooliiuju  with  thom.   I  had  had  a  littlo  oxporionco  workincj  with  a 
lot  ol  (jovornmont  aqoncios.   Maybo  my  pationco  h.ul  run  out  by 
thon.   Anyway  I  utood  up  and  told  tliom  that  I  approclatod  t  ho  i  «• 
intorout,  l)ut  no  thanku.   Wo  wanted  to  do  it  by  ouruolveu.   Wo 
never  Utjw  <inyone  Lrom  that  hu(jo  auuembly  after  th<»t,  not  a  one. 


IVoit    lli'H«<>r,     niRokfout,    Maho,    rlirrliMl 
iM  iKlilHtiN   linnie   Hflt^r   flood   niiU   HiIm    I» 


^/r 


TiliMn*  Had  rNMaIn  Ikn  h««W 

whnl    lir    tniind     llonic    oh  nor    li    Cliinry 
lltmiiitl,  who  hnii  >r(  (o  ■(><»  limldr  (iiiiiiiiMo. 
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Ilucjh  Kowlcr  is  probably  the  next  man  who  showed  up,  the  head 
of  the  Federal  Disaster  Administration.   He  explained  that  he 
w<iu  controlled  by  rerjul  ations ,  but  he  pointed  out  that  we  had 
never  h.ul  a  disaster  like  tliis  one,  so  we  cou  hi  just  forget  the 
recjulations,  because  they  didn't  apply  hero,   lie  proved  to  be  one 
ol  the  best  Individuals  wo  could  ever  have  hopod  lor.   There  wore 
m.iny,  in.ujy  areas  that  ho  bailed  ua  out  of  when  we  made  a  mistake 
or  everythintj  was  not  according  to  rules  and  re(ju  lal  ions.   We 
would  explain  it  to  llucjh  and  ho  would  say  that  he  understood  it 
completely  .md  not  to  worry  about  it.   I t  we  had  had  to  stick  to 
t ho  letter  ol  the  law  we  would  have  had  some  serious  problems  ami 
would  havo  needed  a  great  deal  raoro  money. 


51 


s 


♦J   QJ 
<0  '0 


(/) 


H 
> 


O  0 

•H  <f-l 


TJ 


Q   Q)   O   0)  rH   tlV-l 

O  W  O  H  3 
•  lr<   (0   0    (« 

H  u  rJ 

tJ>  Q)   O   (0   tp 


Q) 


0^ 


rJ  Q)  O  J4  ^  o  M 

~     'a  ^     +i 

O    QJ  '0 
-I  V 


043 


•H 
4^ 


m  a 
a 

4-1    QJ 


O 


o  u 


gs?^ 


rti 


(d  - 

QJ  C 

in  o  w 

0)  u 


H 


fi 


H 


QJ   QJ 


fl4   QJ 


R 


QJ 
QJ 


Ti 
QJ 

in 

o 
c 

QJ 


••ITS 

QJ  -H   . 
QJ 


(d  QJ  (0  O   t^'  o  .f1 
'-'-'^•fj  QJ  S  U  .i 


w  c 


:«  a 


a 


4:5  <y 


>i-H   W   Q)   Q)   0   I/) 


'O   QJ 


9 


QJ   U 


O 


•Jl 


H 


V)   <0   ^ 


1)  (\i  m 

—  Q)  o  vo    U  O 

<a  4J  q  h  QJ  o 

C'-i  o  M  4J  x:  •• 

>i  QJ  (d  m  H  nj  +J  H 


o 


&& 


H  QJ  H  .  -H  C 

QJ  l/l  H  4>  QJ  P 

>  13  :i  nS    Q)  f.i  O 

QJ  C  O  O    QJ  O  >.-) 

Q  (d  ,Li  tp  a  W  <d 


52 


llf'tlK 


m 


A- 


U.J 


If 


W    •■''''-    ^ "  ^"  ■■■1  *n 


^f*'. 


I 


'•  r 


1 

1   i^ 
1   i*" 

1 

1 

^  9 

^xn 

1         MM     5 

l3 

^ 

?5 

'    at     Bl. 
1    Firth 

u 

a. 

i 

-  . ' 

9 '3 

*  4* 

.  ' 

'i 

i 

I 

1 

1 

It 

JI3 

I 


ho 


Tho  qovornmont  agonclos  soomlnqly  coiilcin't  lUKiorBttUid  tho 
orcjtHil /.<it  Ion  o(  tho  Church  and  how  ll  hoi  pud  our  oportil  ionu.   'I'ho 
rjirl  from  lllll)  camo  into  that  flrot  mootlncj  and  uaiti  that  It  wou  Ui 
tako  roucjhiy  anywhoro  from  four  to  bIx  montha  to  dotoimino  how 
m<iny  poop  I  o  thoy  had  to  houuo,  what  thoir  noodu  woro,  anti  whoro 
tlioy  woro  fjoln(j  to  put  tholr  houtilncj. 

Our  Stako  Proaldonts  mot  witli  tho  Mluhopa  iMu\   tho  HlL;ho[)a 
with  tholr  (jounuolora,  callod  thoir  liicjh  I'rlout  loiuloru  aiui  tholr 
Eldoro  Prouicionta,  and  thoy  callod  thoir  liomo  toachora,  and  thoy 
juut  contactod  each  poraon. 

T  can  remember  tho  first  tlmo  tho  governor  got  horo  and  mot 
with  ua.   Ho  got  up  and  told  us  that'  tho  state  was  going  to  do 
thla  aiui  tlie  utato  waa  going  to  do  that.   I  Ilnally  got  him  by 
tho  o  1  Ijow  and  told  him  that  wo  had  alroaiiy  duno  all  ot  that. 

General  lirookoa  watched  tho  meotinga  and  told  uo  If  there 
waa  anylhlncj  wo  couldn't  got  any  help  with  that  wo  woro  just  to 
let  ii  i  m  know  and  lie  would  see  what  ho  could  do.   olherwiao  ho  waa 
h(»ppy  to  let  tho  correlation  group  run  thinga. 


53 


'I'ho  things  wo  saw  during  tho  flood  wo  juut  wouldn't  bollovo. 

In  Sug.ir  City  thoro  was  a  pickup  stood  on  Its  nouo  rl(jlit  up 
ug.ilnut  Ihu  doorway  of  tho  seminary  bui Idling.   Wator  had  picked 
a  ton-whoelor  up  with  a  twenty-yard  trailer  on  It  and  stuck 
another  one  underneath.   Six  trucks  in  tho  county  shop  were 
shoved  out  the  back  wall  by  tho  water.   Ono  with  a  twenty  yard 
end-dump  w<ju  loaded  completely  with  poles.   When  we  (jot  to  It  tho 
I  l.iuhers  were  still  going  as  if  it  was  signaling,  "Hel[),  I'm  In 
d I  stress. " 

Authors  Note:   Thoro  is  moro  to  tho  transcript  but  it  will 
not  be  presented  at  this  time.   Tho  entire  tape  can  be  checked 
out  and  listened  to  at  tho  U[)por  Snake  River  ViHley  Historical 
Society  Museum  Library  in  the  basement  of  tho  Wexburg  Tabernacle 
at  bl  N.  Center. 


K*llT 


—    m         Uldcr»  ItMul  awuy  horio  rounded  up  near  lllbbard 
K A        iioilliwrnC  of  KrxiMirg.  In  a  cleanup  and  roundup 


prooeai  contlnulnu  daya  after  u  nili.oui.  (lomj. 
Horsemen  arc  Mrgll  Heard,  left,  and  J.w  lim. 


Buuinoss  IiOUBOB 


Tho  building  known  as  the  Eaot  Main  Squaro  on  tho  oaot  ond 
of  Main  Street  in  Hoxburrj  was  in  tlio  procoso  oL  romodollncj  wlion 
iiit  by  tho  flood.   Tlie  ontiro  basement  was  full  of  water  and 
tlioro  w.ui  four  foot  of  water  on  tlio  main  floor.   As  tlio  water 
levol  dropped,  tho  main  level  had  6  inches  of  silt  covoriny  the 
floor  area.   A  car  had  been  pushed  through  a  window  and  tho 
carcasses  of  animals  wore  found  along  with  tlio  debris  that  had 
floateci  in. 


k%: 
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RKXni'Rd  -  MlKMlMMUTt  M>(  Ullll  hOUM'  off  IIr 

founditllun  in  Kcxiiuri.    Ihf  rleaaup  and 
iMUtMirAilui  fdurl  from  tkf  flood  dlualor  It 


undrr  mh)  lliroiiKhoul  MnJlion  ('oiin(>.  (PumI* 
lU'iUlcr  lUiK  phuUt) 


When    Iho    Mood    hit   Aid's    Paint    ond    Glauo,     it    took    out    all 
\o    front   windows   and   front   dooro   on   both   uldou   ol    tho   l)iiildln(j. 
»oy    h.xl    to   hurry    to   got    thimja   o(  f    thu    Moor    botoro    it    cavoci    In 
ulur    tliu   wol(jht.      Tho    floor   luul    to   bu    jacked    ui)    I  o    kuon    I  rom 


th 

Tl 

UI 

CO  1  I  <>|)(1  I  nq 
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At  Charley's  Girl  the  wator  was  flvo  foot  hlcjh  upstairs  and 
tlio  l).iuomont  was  full  with  tho  additJon  of  straw  and  lny  from 
tarmors'  b.irnyards.   Kvorything  In  tho  storo  was  destroyed.   All 
air  cond  i  t  ionin(j  and  lioatincj  vents  wero  torn  up  and  replaced. 
The  lorce  of  the  water  was  so  cjreat  that  it  eroded  the  mortar 
out  of  the  bricks  in  tho  front  of  the  buildincj. 

At  the  Classic  JJhoppo  mud  and  sllmo  of  oil,  manure,  and  dead 
animals  wero  lelt  in  the  buildincj  as  tho  waters  receded,  iieveral 
ref r i(jerators  and  freezers  washed  into  and  out  of  tho  buildincj. 

At  I'M  Gene  T.V.  and  Appllanco  thoy  had  just  finished  two 
years  ol  remodel  incj  tho  week  before  tho  flood.   Tlie  locjs  and 
flood  picked  up  acjted  as  a  battering  ram  and  knocked  out  most  of 
the  side  and  I  ront  of  the  buildincj.   'I'he  appliances  and  other" 
thincjs  in  tlie  sloro  either  washed  away  or  piled  u[)  In  a  mancjled 
hoiip. 

At  rorsfjren,  Perkins  and  Associates  their  entire  office  was 
washed  a  mile  down  tho  river  and  was  completely  destroyed.   All 
their  rec:or-ds  and  ec]uipment  were  lost.   Only  tho  concrete 
1  cjunda  t  i  on  rem.i  I  nod  . 

At  Helen's  thoy  couldn't  soo  a  bolt  of  fabric  anywhere  after 
the  flooci.  The  muck  was  kneo  deep  and  it  took  a  tractor  with  a 
blade  to  scoop  it  all  out.  There  was  some  fabric  at  the  l)ottom 
of  tho  mess.  A  (jroup  of  ladies  from  Hicjby  wanted  to  take  It  homo 
to  wash.  It  washeci  out  beautifully.  The  store  cjave  the  material 
to  the  Helief  .Society  along  with  bO  cases  of  cjullt  batts.  Theie 
were  over  ;3()()  quilts  made  from  tills  for  flood  victims. 


*v 


\ 


Ov«rturn«d  ctrt,  mor«  thin  half  lubm.ro.d  In  w«t«r  at  Rexbuf^,  rtmiln  ••  monum.nti  to  forc«  of  flood.     ^  W 
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■»*<. 


Gootgia  Rick,  of  RoxburQ,  witfi  poll  and  how  In  hand,  wados 
through  a  foot  of  mud  ai  ih*  itarti  clean-up  |ob  at  hor  home. 


Al'  1.1  luh 


PV 


At  ttio  llol  I  day  'I'hoator  a  back  hoo  rcmovcci  tho  imui  oaqqcui 
carpotlncj.   I'iro  hoses  wore  usod  In  clodnlncj  tho  tloora.   Ml  no 
pum[)u  wero  used  to  help  drain  tho  auditorium  whlcli  had  become  one 
larcjo  poo  I  . 

At  Or.  Darton  Jonson's  tho  building  was  lilted  off  tlie 
foundation  when  the  basement  filled  (juickly  and  the  air  luul  no 
where  to  cjo.   The  building  floated  to  the  side  and  then  settletl. 

At  Johnson  Drug  and  Hardware  tho  front  of  tho  building  was 
sm<tuhed  In.   Inside  the  floors  had  given  way  to  tho  basement  and 
walls  were  crumbling.   All  inside  resembled  the  results  ol  a 
giant  mix-master.   After  three  months  of  trying  to  lestore  that 
which  w<ui  uni  eutorablo,  the  old  building  h<»d  to  come  down  ami  a 
new  structure  began. 
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At  I'ortor  Printing  tons  of  paper  woro  hauled  out  ol  tho 
bulldlnf|  to  form  a  largo  mountain  In  tho  otruutu  around  tho 
bulldiiK).   'I'ho  water  camo  through  tho  building  and  doutroyud  mucli 
of  tho  proouou  and  machineu  uuod  in  printing  wedding 
announcements. 

At  I'hil  lip's  66  tho  clean  up  job  was  sad  and  huiried  as 
people  were  In  such  diro  need  of  fuel  and  someone  to  f  Ix  flats. 
It  Wiju  im[)ouulblo  to  drivo  around  town  without  sustaining  u  flat. 

Ted  had  just  prepared  for  a  tiro  sale  and  had  the  whole  station 
full  of  tires.  They  woro  found  all  ovor  for  two  miles.  Tho  flood 
toro  away  the  g<jrago  lift  doors,  smashed  flat  two  gas  pumps,  anil 
washed  awiiy  tho  other  two.   All  inside  e(]ulpment  w<\uhed  i\way. 
behind  the  store  was  found  tho  pop  machine,  a  deail  cu)W,  a  watch, 
a  ring,  and  a  piano. 


Di.h«,  iwtpt  out  of  torn,  homt,  !)•  half  burl.d  In  Rexburg  mud 
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At  P(3rtor'B  Hook  and  Vdrloty  tlvo  and  ono-hall  luut  ol  wdtor 
wont  through  tho  titoro  with  foruo  that  rlp[)od  I  Ixtnruu  <uui 
morchandluo  out  throuqh  tho  front  ancJ  carrloci  a  uow  Inlo  tho  back 
of  tho  btoro.  'I'ho  pouta  holdintj  tho  main  floor  tjavo  way  and  tho 
flooru  collapood.  'I'hroo  foot  of  mud  wau  ouoopod  out  by  moanu  of 
a  tiacloc  and  a  ucoop  and  whool barrowu . 

At  Thompson  Sporting  Goods  tho  Inuldo  of  tho  uloro  Wttu  a 
total  wrouk.   'I'ho  back  entry  waa  flllod  with  logu  and  dobilti. 
'i'onu  ol  mud  and  ullmo  woro  all  ovor.   Many  now  motor  bikou, 
boatu,  otc.  woro  wauhod  complotoly  away  from  tholr"  aoivico  aroa 
In  tho  b<ick  of  tho  store . 


TrBilor  homf   In   llllibard,   Idnho,   took 
Uie    blntl,    «•   <ll(l    Miwal   hoinoN,    of    (lie 


hrl(fr-ikrlU>r    wiiCrri    of    Tc(on    lUvrr 
fludhlng    ou(    uf    a    liutfc    tfup    In    li«(oii 


Dam. 
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At  Hoxburcj  Kood  Contor  tho  govornmont  had  to  atop  \n   to 
docl(io  whuthor  canu  of  food  woro  contdininatod  or  not.   For  a  fow 
d<»YU  thoy  trlod  to  salvaqo  canu  by  wlioolliuj  thoin  into  tlio  p<\rkln(j 
lot  unci  Wtjuhlntj  thoin.   It  waa  ull  to  no  avail.   'I'liu  cjovurmnunt 
pl,u:ud  a  condomnod  sign  on  tho  building  and  thoy  uould  not  t.iko 
tho  tlmo  to  wauh  tho  can,  place  it  in  a  bath  of  clorox  wator, 
rinuo  It,  and  then  rolabol  it  with  tho  naino  and  wolght.   A  ymall 
tractor  with  a  blado  on  tho  front  wont  down  oach  alulo  and 
ucoopod  tho  canu,  bottloti,  otc,  out  tho  front  door.   Tho  f  1  rut 
day  tho  tractor  had  four  flat  tiroo.   Onc:o  tho  buildin(j  wau 
muckod  out  a  flro  hoso  was  uaod  to  waoh  down  tho  wallo.   I'Our  of 
tho  ulx  walk- in  boxos  ubod  for  frozon  food  had  to  bo  torn  out. 
Tho  b.ick  wall  had  boon  blaatod  out  by  logu  from  tho  lumbor  mill. 

At  Uigby,  Thatchor,  and  Andruo  thoy  placod  dirt  and  i)ly 
board  to  koop  tho  wator  out.   Whon  tho  wator  hit,  all  tho  w I ndowu 
woro  brokon,  allowing  wator,  mud,  and  trauh  of  ovory  kind  to  pour 
into  tho  building.   Everything  in  tho  baBomont  uwirlod  into  a  l)l(j 
pile.   Tho  wator  tipped  over  ovory  douk  on  tho  uppor  floor  ami 
dootroycd  aovoral  IIJM  dictating  unitu,  a  now  Xerox  copier, 
uovur.H  t:y{)ewr  iters,  adding  machinou  and  other  office  ecjulpmont. 
Tho  library  books  and  files  absorbed  tho  moisture  before  they 
could  bo  dried.   Thoy  woro  lodged  in  shelves  and  had  to  bo  cut 
out  because  of  the  expansion.   Nine  truck  loads  of  muddy 
materials  had  to  bo  hauled  from  the  office. 


roiidiiurnt  of  rofii«r<««  In  wor»l  flood  In  Idaho 
hUtory  It  (rtl   liiiuli   m(   HIcki  Colk'itc  In  Hrx- 


_  Inl.i'nt  kiu" 


bum    which  bocump  ronouf  Bnil  old  cnitor  for 
Idohi)    dlnuiCcr    vUdmii.    Hplrit    wim    cxrrllcnC^  ^ 


Clmptor  b 


SOUTH   OF   REXMUUG 


lov 


'I'ho  lollowliKj  utory  wqb  compllod  by  I'hylllu  Scott  lujwroiiuo 
thu  Summiir-,  I'JHG,  iouuo  of  tho  Snako  Hi  vol"  llchooti.   It  lu  n 


uuinnuiry  of  thu  doutructlon  of  the  flood  in  I) Ingham  County  wltli 
particular  roloronco  to  lUackfoot  and  Klrth. 


Wlion  tho  'I'oton  Dam  burst,  Saturday,  Juno,  1976,  olxly-flvo 
mi  lou  uptitru(jm,  tho  furiously  moving  water  lult  Sholloy,  Idaho, 
mostly  untou(jho(J,  but  it  dislodgod  90*  of  Kirth's  luulduntu  <nid 
loft  Firth  without  natural  gas  or  electricity.  "Despite  tho 
numerous  challenges  presented  by  tho  Snake,  there  were  no  serious 
injuries,  except  for  one  broken  arm  sustained  by  a  teenage  girl." 
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Mr».  \m\Uh'  lllrch.  HnibiirH,  ■lundi  In  front  of 
,  M^verely  dutnH|i«Ml  home,  clinking  lump  uu^hcil 


Into  yuril.  The  hiilldhiK  mm  pit  kcd  ii|),  (wUtnt 
anti   diupiH'd   on   Id  tilde  luuk  on   f«iundiillon.      j 


^^ 


•|'ho  rluincj  wiitors  reached  Black  foot,  flooding  botli  oideB  of 
the  river.  On  the  east  aide,  it  flooded  the  cjolf  con  rue,  the 
airport,  Jcnuen  Grove  Park,  Hivoraldo  Inn,  Twentieth  Century 
Motor,  Rivortilde  Shopping  Plaza,  Center  Valley  Farm  Kquipment, 
Shakey'u  I'izza  Parlor,  Goodwin  Construction,  the  Lutheran  Church, 
iioineo,  and  other  businesses.  Residents  of  Airport  lU)()d,  Wooton 
Way,  and  I'arkway  Drive  left  their  homes  as  water  rose  to  the 
Dobell  Street  bencli.  Sandbagging  crews  stopped  the  water  at 
111  lac  Street.  Sunday  niglit,  flood  waters  broke  out  of  I  lie 
Danukln  Can.il,  swamping  Groveland's  southern  portion.  Across 
U.S.  Illghw.iy  2(^ ,  by  early  morning  the  Ameri('<ni  Potato  Comptiny  ami 
Nonpareil  processing  plants  were  flooded. 


Diking  near  tlie  Portervlllo  Bridge  north  of  Blackfoot 
failed.  N(jt  l(jng  after  five  o'clock  a.m.  Monday  mornln(j,  the 
1  oi  ce  ol  t  hu  river  l)roko  tlie  old  brliige  loose  1  rom  its  1  uot  I  n(j 
and  took  it  in  three  pieces  down  river.  Water  casctuieil  down  the 
city  storm  sewers,  causing  the  effluent  tank  at  tlie  waste 
treatment  plant  to  overflow.  A  pumper  truck  brought  in  by  city 
workers  couldn't  keep  up  with  tlio  incoming  W(jter.  Heavy 
eciuipmunt  optjrators  cut  a  hole  in  the  Mackay  Spur  railroad  tracks 
just  under  Interstate  lb  so  that  the  water  could  run  back  into 
the  r I ver  channe 1 . 
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Mout  ol  Klvuruido  and  part  of  Moroland  wuro  coveroii  by  Moiuitiy 
cifLurnoon.  By  th<jt:  evenliKj  anut  hui  hi  u<jk  In  I  hu  DaiiMkIn  (\jn.jl 
uoiit  water  wctiL  aloncj  lll(jhw<iy  2U  Ihroinjli  the  I  il  1  u  Whcolu  <nul  Town 
«jn(i  Country  tr.illor  courlu.  Koulilcntu  took  powurhoijl  u  lo  movu 
liiinltnru  ami  hoiiLiohold  (joociu.  UuLiidcnlu  uoulh  ol  U.;i.  )')  wuiu 
aluo  thtoatoiHu]  by  the  river  channel 'u  overllow.  Wiilei"  coveied 
the  Dcurel  I  Wiluon  Roaci  In  three  placeu  by  Kite  Monday.  'I'hcjm.iu' 
low    I  y  i  n(j    lUea    alontj    the    river   wau   aluo    tlireiit  i>neci    oi       llooiied. 

Some  IjbjhWijyu  and  brid<jeu  wet  e  oloued.  'I'he  Shelley  l)rld»jo 
lor  a  time  wan  o  I  oued .  'I'lio  roaii  near  the  lirtli  Ijridtje  w<iu  wauheii 
out  . 
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No   one    kiiowH    for    hiiic    vvIhtc    I     on    foundutloii    In    forc«roiinil    In 
llvxbiirK  hoiiHc  wliUli  once  ilood    |     now,   except   that   U   wub   wukIi- 

Im 


(mI   (lownNtreiim.    Hoiiho   by   pine 
wua  wuHlu'd  there  from  upiitreuni. 


K.u  I  y  Moiul.iy  inornlncj  wlioii  moiit.  m.i  joi'  obuliKJiou  uoomoil 
ovcrc(jniu  llio  liu.HJWcjtoiti  ot  tho  lUdcktuot  I  rf  Icjat  I  on  C.nui  1  Wiiuhoil 
out  cutliiKj  .J  lu.'W  llvo  mllo  pcilh  I  rum  tho  north  ciul  ol  Fiilh  to 
lli(jhw.>y  I 'J  1  iiiul  ticrouii  tho  ra  i  I  rodil  tracku.  'I'ho  I'oDplo'u  t'an.i  I 
w.Kj  (l<iin.>(j(,'(i  hy  tho  Mooda.  Cantila  diinuHjod  in  honnovillo  County 
aluo   li.i(i   .HI   .xlvciLio    lmi)i»ct   on   HliKjhani  County    ItumortJ. 

I''irt:h':i  Mayor,  Austin  Browor,  ranq  tho  f  I  ro  alaiin  Sumlay 
.j|  toinoon  .it  J:jO  to  alort  tho  town  that  ovacuat  Ion  mitjht  ho 
imininont.  A 1 1  houcjh  many  I'irth  rouidontu  woro  not.  iu)nvincoii  tlhit 
tho  water  would  (jot  au  liicjh  an  it  did,  poopio  ot  all  iKjojj  p.iLSiioil 
ho.ivy  uandh.Hji;  to  build  a  diko  on  tho  hank  ot  tho  r  I  u  I  ntj  rivor, 
utiivintj  to  uavo  tho  tannland  ami  city  I  roin  lloodintj.  'I'ruckoriJ 
l)rou(jht  in  ti.>ndha()u  to  tho  rivor  hank.  An  outimatod  •j(),()()i) 
uandhaijii  wore  used.  Thotio  ollorta  diiln't  ulop  tho  wali'r  I  roin 
uoopincj   tluouijh   to    Mood   tho  wout   uiilo  ot    town   hy   H:()()   p.m.  Many 

homtiu  and    I  urn  i  sh  i  ufjii  woro  damacjoil  whon  tho  Snako  Hivoi"     ovorl  lowed 
1 1  Li    h.jnks    tho   day    .iltor    tho   'i'oton    Dam   hutut. 
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•I'ho  I  1(kk1  w.juhcMl  out  Kirth'o  town  drain.  Douou  ot  chlorlno 
were  injectcci  iiiLo  the  cjty  water  aupply  by  the  Dep.u  t  incnt  ot 
Health  ami  We  I  (are  in  an  attempt  to  mcjke  It  oave  lor  human 
consumption.  llucjo  cjauheo  wore  cut  In  the  utreetij  ol  l-'lrth  by  the 
r.niipatj  1  n(j  Wcjter  and  holes  were  filled  in  to  provide  tempor.iry 
acceutj  to  ro.jdu.  'i'raffic  golncj  north  from  1)  lack  loot  via  llujhway 
'J  1-1 91  lound  it  necessary  to  detour  since  the  Wtiter  from  the  Snako 
Idver  <ind  Ml.jckloot  Canal  covered  the  hiyhwijy  fiom  Kimb.Wl  Hill 
northw<>rd . 

The  river  did  little  harm  downstream  from  M lack  loot  except 
there  was  substantial  damacjo  to  a  i^rivafely  owneil  llsh  hatchery 
bel(jw  'I'i  Iden  Hri(i(je.  The  river  was  within  Its  biinks  most  of  the 
way  to  the  AmeiictUi  Falls  Reservoir.  "iJome  water  did  bcjck  up  on 
the  H  hick  loot  Ulver,  and  perhai)S  as  much  an  100  <icres  weie 
f looded." 


Shirloy'i  h«mburg«r  ittnd  tcx)k  on  a  Bicontonnial  fiart  wh»n  lomeone  aftached  flagi  and  "wreck iburgor"  lign 


"Nucord  w.ilcr  inoauurLMiionltJ  woro  locurdcni  Siiiul.iy,  Jimo  (>,  on 
thu  Sn.iku  Kivor  iio.jr  Shulloy  .»nd  IJlaukJoot.  Thu  U.ti.  Coo  Icxj  i  cm  1 
Sorvlco  In  Idaho  Ka  1  1  u  baya  ]  <J .  1 2  loot  woro  i  ocrordod  at  Sholloy 
hridcjo  j;uMd.>y  at.  H  i).in.,  Lho  provlouu  hiijli  matk  ol  I 'J .  <)  /  uol  Juiio 
1'^  l'>in.  In  l')ia  .jt  iiholloy,  46, 200  cubic  looL  por  tiot:oMil  w.iu 
rocoKJod.  Juno  b,  l<j/6  lho  total  wau  G'J,noo  cubic  foot  por 
uocond.  Tuouday  at  :J:bO  p.m.  tho  wator  mai  k  wau  10.2/  ,nui  only 
IH, ()()()  cul  .  At  lho  Tlldon  hridcjo  bolow  Mlackloot,  a  rocord  1!).JH 
w.uj  rocordod  .Juno  /,  ly/G  at  11  p.m.,  toppliKj  tho  piovlouu  roconl 
ol  M.H  uot  .buu)  IH,  191U.  m  1 'J  1 U  at  Tlldon  in  Mlacklool,  .1(,,20() 
cut.  wau  roi:oi(lod  comp.u  od  with  b2,U()()  Mond.»y,  Juno  /,  ID7().  At 
l:Jb    Tuoud.iy,    Juno    i\ ,    tho   wator    mark    w.iu    13.H2    <jt        )<),70()    cct  ." 
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'I1.e  I<:rroll  Jol,„.„„  h»,„o  In  Wllford  rocvhod  nunviUM'^(,u  .lu.o  of  .lui,„mo 

vuuHetl  by  (ho  Tcloii  Duin  ci»llu|)«o. 


I'lood  umoicjuiKjy  oi)aratlonLJ  coiitinuoci  nl(jht  ijiul  d.jy. 
'rhouij.ind.'j  ()(  volunteers  aided  in  the  county.  l-'ew  in  trouble  had 
to  wait  to  he  hel{)ed.  C.  Dean  llluu,  Chairnuui  o!  hlncjham  County 
Wed  CroLiU,  ti.ild  the  reliet  serviceB  of  h  1  u  aqenuy  were  little  uued 
Sunday  .>nd  Monday.  Many  i)eople  oMered  their  homeu.  I'ew  aukeil 
for  uhelter.  I'rlendti  and  relatives  Ciune  to  the  reucue  beloie  h  i  u 
a(jenc;y    ueivlceu   were    needed. 


Nuiiicniua  cam  wul  Inirki  wtre  dcatruyoil  by  fliKnl  wHlcr*.  /^(t 
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Colette  Bickel,  left,  and  Judy  Carter  beat  water  damaged  mattress.      ^^ 


Even  though  Hill's  home  west  of  the  river  was  at  risk,  he 
stayed  in  town  so  he  could  help  out  at  the  Disaster  Services 
Center.  While  he  was  busy  in  town  helping  people,  the  basement  of 
his  home  filled  with  six  feet  of  water.  Bingham  County  leaders 
praised  the  citizens  for  100%  cooperation  during  the  catastrophe. 
Willard  Wray,  County  Commission  Chairman,  said,  "1  think  it  was 
superb... the  way  people  worked  to  accomplish  a  common  goal.  We 
had  help  and  offers  of  help  from  Power,  Bannock,  Bonneville,  and 
Caribou  Counties.  The  way  people  performed  in  the  emergency 
center  was  remarkable." 
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Idaho  State  Police  U.  Victor  L.  Barfuss,  bishop  of  Meridian,  Idaho,    C/^ 
1  st  Ward,  surveys  damage  to  railroad  track,  which  was  uprooted 
and  stacked  on  end  by  the  tremendous  force  of  water. 


A  center  for  feeding  the  evacuees  was  set  up  in  the 
Firth-Riverview  L.D.S.   Chapel.    The  Red  Cross  ami  Navy  helped 
establish  a  First  Aid  Station  in  the  church  house,  whore  tetanus 
shots  and  cleaning  supplies  were  available. 
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D.  Arthur  Haycock,  left.  President  Spencer  W.  Kinnball,  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer 
and  Ricks  College  Pres.  Henry  B.  Eyring  walk  with  others  across  Ricks  campus. 


photos  by  F'uul  C    Burkei 


CN 


The  Salvation  Army  left  cleaning  necessities  and  food  at 
individuals'  homes  throughout  the  community.  Food  was  donated, 
prepared,  and  served  every  day  by  volunteers  under  the  direction 
of  the  Firth  Stake  Relief  Society.  The  basement  of  the  Assembly 
of  God  church  was  destroyed.  Youngsters  as  well  as  adults  helped 
in  the  clean-up.  This  basement  has  since  been  beautifully 
restored. 

Residents  of  Aberdeen,  Bingham  County,  sent  twenty-two 
airplane  loads  of  food,  clothing,  and  blankets  for  the  flood 
victims  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  Counties.  Eight  Aberdeen  pilots 
made  the  deliveries  in  their  airplanes.  E.  W.  Landvatter,  Jr., 
chief  of  Aberdeen's  volunteer  fire  department  and  ambulance 
service,  spearheaded  the  effort. 

On  West  Center  Street,  the  home  of  Larry  Fullenwider  had  been 
lifted  off  its  foundation  by  floodwaters  and  set  back  down. 
Pressure  had  popped  the  windows  out  and  back  in  place  leaving 
window  curtains  on  the  outside. 
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Down  the  streets  large  debris  floated,  some  hitting  and 
damaging  houses.  Firth  residents  frantically  carried  belongings, 
wading  through  the  rapidly  rising  waters  to  higher  ground.  Firth 
soon  was  covered  with  slimy  debris  and  dirty  brown  water  from  the 
Snake  River. 
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On  Washington  Street,  Hyrum  Mecham's  finished  basement  was 
destroyed  totally,  but  the  damage  was  light  on  the  ground  floor. 
Phil  Mecham's  home  next  door  was  up  to  the  eaves  in  water.   Mis 
father,  Hyrum,  endeavored  to  remove  the  carpet.   When  the  water 
arrived  at  about  3:30  p.m.,  they  waded  out. 


74 


Ji 


^^4J*'iK' 


•  '.■».-  .-irf'll^\l 


Upended  car  decorates  defour 

This  car  Just  about  got  burled  tlx  feet  under  Muid  and  gravel  from  the  Teton 
Dam  flood.  It  is  part  of  the  scenery  along  a  detour  In  U.S.  Highway  191-20 
which  goes  from  south  of  Sugar  City  through  Salem  and  returns  to  the 
Highway  near  Meyers  Brothers  Feedlot.  The  detour  routes  traffic  for  three 
miles  around  a  fialf  mile  stretch  of  191,  from  the  Sugar  City  Junction  to  the 
other  side  of  an  overpass  destroyed  by  the  flood. 


On  the  scenic  river  site  west  of  Shelley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry 
Goodson's  new,  nearly  finished  home  was  severely  damaged  along 
with  other  nearby  homes.  For  days  following  the  breaking  of  the 
dam,  it  was  difficult  to  tell  where  the  Goodson's  property  line 
was.  The  new  home  became  an  island  in  the  Snake  River. 
12th  the  water  was  flowing  like  a  stream  back  into  a 
comparatively  calm  Snake  River.  The  road  was  washed  away, 
beautiful  scenery  and  wildlife,  the  reason  for  building  their 
near  the  river,  were  lost,  never  possibly,  to  replace. 
Goodson's  felt  this  to  be  a  "real  tragedy."  Rocks,  trees, 
a  dead  cow,  and  piles  of  debris  washed  up  to  their  home, 
heavy  power  unit  was  knocked  over.  Small  mounds  lying  in  the 
of  the  Snake  caught  most  of  the  large  trees  before  tliey 
the  garage. 


On  June 

The 
home 
The 
sand. 
Their 
path 
could  hit 
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Curve  oheod 

The  train  doct>n*t  stop  here 
anymore.  The  Tetun  Dam  flmid 
took  Its  toll  of  Union  Pacific 
Kallmad  track  on  llic  main  line 
and  in  railroad  yards  in  Madison 
County.  Railroad  crews  have 
already  8tral((hlened  the  track  on 
5.7  miles  of  the  main  line,  but 
work  In  railroad  yards  like  this 
one  In  and  around  Keibur{{  and 
Sugar  City  nIIII  remains  to  bo 
done.  Railroad  officiaU  still 
haven't  estimated  the  amount  of 
damage  the  fltHid  caused  to  rail 
llncb  In  the  county. 


When  the  river  water  reached 
the  corrals  and  the  bank  of  the 
Blackfoot  Canal  broke  south  of 
Firth,  the  Hofhines  evacuated 
their  100  acre  farm.   Their  500 
gallon  propane  tank,  three-quarters 
full,  floated  away  in  the  flood. 
The  farm  was  covered  with  debris, 
water  and  silt  that  damaged  crops 
of  grain,  corn,  and  hay.   Their 
cows  wouldn't  eat  the  muddy  grass. 
However,  the  home  was  left  dry. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  Dye 
loaded  their  furniture  on  the  roof 
of  their  basement  home  Sunday 
morning,  but  soon  removed  it  when 
they  realized  water  would  submerge 
most  of  their  home. 


The  floodwaters  sto 
short  of  Stop  and  Shop  M 
Firth,  owned  by  Pearl  Ne 
Blackfoot,  but  by  Monday 
four  to  five  feet  of  wat 
in  the  basement  of  the  s 
Sewer  and  water  lines  ha 
up.  The  power  went  off 
produce  and  dairy  produc 
lost.  Most  Firth  Main  S 
stores  suffered  little  d 


pped 

arket  in 
ikart  of 
morning 
er  stood 
tore, 
d  backed 
and  her 
ts  were 
treet 
amage. 


The  Sterling  Hone  family 
was  one  of  the  first  to  evacuate 
at  4:00  a.m.  taking  their 
belongings  along,  even  carpets. 
Their  finished  basement  filled 
and  water  rose  five  inches  on 
the  main  floor  after  their 
departure. 
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on  June  9  the  number  of  homes  damaged  by  flooding  in  Bingham 
county  remained  at  about  500.  An  estimated  2000  persons  were 
dislodged  during  the  flood. 


>  J Z-'-iJ^^''*^*l'*Lf-r  ^  '. 
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Overpass  to  nowhere 


No,  JhcNc  artii'l  the  While  niffi  of  Do\cr.  Thli  U  whal'i  left  of  (ho  railroad 
ovcrpuNN  on  olil  Highway  191-20  north  of  SiiKar  City.  The  o\i>n>«i«»  »*aii 
tlcNlroycd  by  the  Tclon  Dam  fliM)d  and  will  not  he  rebuilt,  hlghHay  ofriilaU 
nay.  IhU  pkturc  was  taken  on  the  north  tide  of  the  overpass. 
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Clean  up  wasn't  easy.  Many  of  the  flood  damaged  homes  had 
cupboard  drawers  that  wouldn't  open,  ruined  carpet  and  walls, 
warped  floors,  and  stubborn  odors  even  after  thorough  cleaning. 
The  loss  of  family  heirlooms,  photographs,  memorabilia,  and 
irreplaceables  is  heartbreaking  still.  Some  people  afterward 
installed  temporary  mobile  homes  on  their  property. 


Bridge  over  troubled  water 


The  old  BcHvvr  Dick  Park  bridge  arrott  the 
Snake  KUcr  litn'l  nhal  II  uacd  to  l>c.  Iho 
l)ri«l^e,  like  Heveral  in  Madlkun  County,  was 
knot  kf<i  «»ut  of  comniisNJon  by  the  Teton  Dam 
flmnl.  Kritb  Circcn,  distrlil  engineer  for  ibe 
fclalc  hJKbMay  deparlnirni,  tayt  replacement 


of  the  bridge  !•  the  blnglc  most  cosll\  hem  rhc 
blule  Mill  ha\e  lo  rebuild  In  Ibe  nake  of  ibe 
flood.  Tbe  alale  also  mIII  ba\e  to  repair  olher 
bcidonsof  Idabo  lil^liMa>  «H  daniBneti  b\  Jbc 
fliMtd  in  Ibe  Hesicrn  pari  of  ilie  counl>. 
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Bosemeni  gets  thorough  spring  cleaning 


L,. 


This  onlooker  peeking  at  where  the  J.  C. 
Penney  store  used  to  be  could  be  amazed  for 
two  rcaKons  —  first  because  It's  a  long  way  to 
the  bottom  and  second  because  the  area  Is  so 


much  cleaner  than  when  Teton  Dam 
floodwaters  collapsed  the  floor  and  a 
mish-mash  of  merchandise  and  mud  Into  the 
basement. 


A  lot  of  time,  money,  and  hard  work  were  required  in  the 
attempt  to  restore  property.  Workers  of  the  Comprehensive 
Employment  and  Training  Act  program,  paid  by  federal  funds, 
assisted  in  hauling  debris  away.  The  United  States  Corps  of 
Engineers  and  the  U.S.  Conservation  Service  also  helped  in  debris 
removal . 

Mrs.  Lawrence  sites  the  following  sources  for  the  above 
story. 

The  Pioneer,  Vol.  71  No.  8,  June  17,  1976,  June  24,  1976. 
The  Blackfoot  News,  June  8,  9,  10,  30,  1976. 
Idaho  Cattlemen,  July,  1976. 
Bingham  County  Residents 
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Chapter  VI 
AUTHOR'S  STORY 


The 


Dam  was  a  beautiful 


Saturday  of  the  failure  of  the  Teton 
pring  day  which  found  many  out  in  their  yards  doing  clean-up  and 
lanting.   The  sun  was  bright.   We  had  just  put  in  a  garden  plot 


s 

about  twenty  feet  by  twenty  feet.   My  two  sons  and  I  were 
experimenting  with  a  boom-a-rang  along  with  doing  yard  work, 
wife,  Diane,  was  planting  flowers. 


My 


The  phone  rang  and  it  was  my  Aunt  from  Rigby  telling  us  that 
the  Teton  Dam  had  a  problem.  We  hooked  a  radio  up  outside  so 
that  we  could  hear  what  was  happening.  As  the  excitement  of  the 
announcer's  voice  rose  I  quit  the  yard  work  and  began  to  listen 
closely. 
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When  he  yelled  that  the  daw  was  gone  and  that  the  water  was 
pouring  over  the  top  we  were  not  too  concerned.  I  asked  my  wife 
if  we  had  enough  food  to  last  for  a  week  as  we  would  probably  be 
cut  off  from  town  for  a  while.  She  suggested  that  she  had  some 
sugar  and  flour  on  order  at  one  of  the  stores  in  town.  I  told 
her  that  I  would  stay  there  while  she  went  to  get  the  supplies. 


►  V  »  J.-^  A*  . 
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I  spent  the 
time  hauling 
some  fresh  dirt 
with  a  wheel 
barrow  to  place 
in  front  of  the 
two  doors  I 
have  that  were 
at  ground  level. 
I  built  the  dirt 
up  about  two 
feet  not 
realizing  that 
the  water  would 
come  by  at 
nearly  eight 
feet.   I  was  not 
worried  as  I 
felt  the  water 
would  be  deep 
the  river 
bottoms  but  not 
high  anywhere 
else. 


m 


My  wife  phoned  from  town  to  tell  us  that  the  authorities 
would  not  let  her  come  back  across  the  river  bridge  to  return 
home.  I  suggested  that  I  would  bring  the  kids  and  join  her  at 
Ricks  College  until  the  water  had  passed.  I  had  the  kids  take  our 
winter  coats  upstairs  while  I  gathered  some  of  the  essentials  like 
my  razor  and  my  wife's  makeup  case.  The  phone  rang  and  it  was  my 
brother  in  Utah  wanting  to  know  what  was  happening.  I  told  him 
that  we  did  not  have  any  time  right  then  to  talk  as  I  did  not  know 
how  much  time  we  had  before  the  water  arrived.  I  was  getting 
nervous  because  of  all  the  concern  being  expressed  on  the  radio 
and  by  several  who  stopped  to  pass  the  warning. 


My  kids  got  in  the 
pickup  and  we  went  to 
the  college.   There  were 
a  lot  of  people  up  there 
and  everyone  was  signing 
in  as  they  arrived. 
This  was  an  effort  to 
account  for  all  the 
people  of  the  valley  and 
was  quite  effective.   We 
found  my  wife  and  mother 
and  went  to  the  windows 
that  overlook  the  valley 
to  watch  for  the  water. 
I  had  my  binoculars  with 
me  and  kept  watching 
across  the  valley  to  see 
if  the  water  was  getting 
any  closer. 


It  came  quietly,  inside  the  building,  and  without  fanfare. 
There  were  a  lot  of  people  in  the  room  we  were  in  but  they  did  not 
seem  interested  in  watching  for  the  water.   When  it  came  a   few 
joined  me  but  many  seemed  to  be  in  shock  or  not  realizing   that 
this  was  a  once  in  a  lifetime  event. 


The  water  was  grey, 
brown  in  color  and  came 
with  a  cloud  of  dust 
preceding  it.   You 
looked  out  in  the 
valley  and  there  was 
nothing  and  then  it  was 
there.   There  was  much 
debris  floating  in  the 
water  including  trailer 
homes,  oil  tanks,  cars, 
trees,  and  farm 
buildings.   It  was 
moving  fast  and  I 
watched  it  hit 
buildings  and  splash 
high  into  the  air. 


I  was  quite 
nervous  when  it  came 
to  our  home.   Our 
home  is  a  two  story 
house  built  of 
concrete,  brick,  and 
wood  siding.   The 
water  wave  hit  a 
round,  rock  grain 
storage  bin  just  to 
the  east  of  our  home 
and  split.   The  full 
force  of  the  wave 
was  dissipated  at 
our  home  and  seem  to 
come  back  together 
after  passing.   I 
watched  the  water 
rise  on  our  car  port 
until  there  was  only 
a  small  space 
showing  and  then  it 
began  to  go  down.   I 

knew  then  that  the  worst  had  passed  and 
going  out  to  assess  the  damage. 


it  was  just  a  matter  of 


My  next  concern  was  what  to  do  with  my  family  for  the 
night.  The  college  announced  that  they  were  housing  and  then  a 
friend  offered  his  apartments  to  us.  We  went  over  and  spent  the 
next  week  there. 


Sunday,  I  was  up  at  daybreak  ready  to  go  out  and  assess  the 
damage  to  our  property.  We  drove  downtown  as  far  as  we  could.  We 
were  able  to  get  almost  to  the  river  bridge.  The  high  water  had 
drained  off  and  for  the  most  part  you  could  walk  anywhere  in  town. 
We  parked  near  the  bridge  and  walked  out  one  and  a  half  miles 
north  into  Salem  to  our  home.  The  bridge  on  the  Teton  had  been 
cut  by  the  water  so  that  you  had  to  go  across  a  plank  to  reach  the 
bridge. 

It  was  not  a  boring  walk. 
Diane  and  I  observed  that  buildings 
were  gone.   The  trailer  court  on 
the  north  end  of  town  was  gone. 
Some  of  the  trailers  were  wedged 
against  the  Roger  Brothers  Potato 
factory.   The  water  had  come  with 
such  force  that  large  slabs  of  road 
pavement  had  slid  off  the  road  and 
into  the  adjoining  field.   Homes 
were  gone.   E3usinesses  were  gone. 
There  was  brush  and  trees  strewn 
about  all  over.   It  was  like  a 
dream. 


fl4 


^>  > 


There  was  water 
highway  at  several  p 
obvious  that  the  wat 
running  in  the  river 
wherever  it  wanted, 
concerned  about  a  ca 
our  home.  I  still  h 
dirt  I  had  placed  in 
doors  and  the  tightn 
might  have  kept  all 


crossing  the 
oints.   It  was 
er  was  not 

It  was  going 

I  was  then 
nal  we  have  near 
oped  that  the 

front  of  the 
ess  of  the  home 
the  water  out. 


It  was  not  to  be 
had  hit  my  den  window 
went  through  the  whole 
of  the  house.   Most  of 
was  gone  but  there  was 
of  mud  left  in  its  pla 
finished  walls  of  the 
had  to  be  stripped  to 
all  the  debris  hauled 
several  weeks  hauling 
former  home  furnishing 
pile  up.   Later  front 
and  trucks  came  by  to 
up  and  haul  it  away. 


so.   A  log 
and  water 
bottom  floor 
the  water 
about  a  foot 
ce.   The 
first  floor 
the  studs  and 
out.   We  spent 
the  mud  and 
s  outside  to 
end  loaders 
scoop  it  all 


The  loss  of  my  whole 
downstairs  was  devastating. 
There  were  material  things  such 
as  a  washer,  a  dryer,  a 
television  set,  and  things  like 
that.   More  so  was  the  loss  of 
my  office  area  with  the  years 

of  historical  research.  The  water  came  .  ^,  . 
things  were  swirled  around  the  whole  downstairs  with  things  from 
the  family  room  found  in  the  office  area  which  was  where  the  water 
came  in  at  first.  We  were  lucky  that  the  dam  broke  at  noon  and 
not  at  night.  The  water  in  my  houBC  was  seven  and  a  half  feet 
deep  and  my  two  sons  had  their  bedroom  downstairs. 


with  such  force  that 


area 

week 

daily  with  the  disaster  officers 

got  details  from  the  top  to  the  individual  quite   quickly. 


was  a  smooth 
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Our  Bishop  was  one  of  the  County  Officials  in  charge  of  the 
whole  clean-up  and  he  asked  me  to  coordinate  our  wards  needs.  I 
was  out  of  school  for  the  summer  bo  i  ncj  a  teacher  and  my  summer  job 
had  washed  away  so  I  was  available. 

I  would  go  into  the  meeting  with  all  of  the  Bishops  in  our 
Stake  and  then  dispense  the  supplies,  assign  the  volunteers,  and 
inform  the  people  in  the  ward  bounciarios  of  what  was  happening. 
I  walked  around  the  whole  ward  with  the  HUD  people  to  assess 
individual  home  damage.  Their  purpose  was  to  see  if  people  could 
return  to  their  homes  with  a  cash  repair  of  $bOOO  or  if  they 
needed  to  be  placed  in  a  trailer  home.  I  also  walked  around  the 
ward  with  the  BOR  officials  to  help  to  assess  the  individual 
claims  of  each  person.  It  was  interesting  but  took  too  much  time 
when  I  wanted  to  be  at  my  own  home. 
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'How  do  you  expect  me  to  take  off  with  you 
on  my  back?"  ttays  (his  airplane  to  its  hanger 
at  the  Rexburg  Airport.  Although  there  wor* 
lots  of  planes  buzzing  around  the  skies  June  S, 
there  were  plenty  on  the  ground,  too.  They 


didn't  crash  with  a  stream  of  dark  smoke  and 
burning  engines,  tumbling  from  the  air. 
Instead,  they  were  on  (he  ground  (he  whole 
(ime  as  a  wall  of  wa(er  r<»Iled  them  around  and 
pulled  the  walls  out  from  under  hangers. 


Our  Stake  Center  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Rexburg  became 
a  disaster  headquarters  a  couple  of  weeks  after  the  flood.  Food 
was  dispersed  there  three  times  a  day.  As  bus  loads  of 
volunteers  came  into  town  this  was  one  of  the  places  they  came  to. 
Then  they  would  go  to  homes  to  help  clean  up.  The  ward  people 
would  come  into  supper  and  I  would  ask  them  what  they  needed  in 
the  way  of  help.  The  next  day  I  would  meet  the  buses  and  send  the 
people  out.  It  is  hard  to  judge  how  much  these  volunteers  meant 
to  the  spirit  of  the  flood  victims  but  it  was  one  of  the  things 
that  helped  the  flood  not  be  so  disastrous.  The  Stake  Center  also 
served  as  a  medical  headquarters  and  a  communications  center. 
Everyone  was  advised  to  get  a  shot  for  tetanus  and  there  were  many 
other  minor  things  that  could  be  treated  there.  The  hospital  was 
located  on  the  hill  in  town  and  so  it  was  still  lunctioning  for 
major  problems. 
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Bridge  Is  gone  buf  not  forgotten 


NolMidy  has  croHNcd  (hli  bridge  for  over  two 
nioiitliN,  and  l(  loiild  he  •  luiiu  nhlle  before 
anvMiu  dot-M.  On  llie  North  Fork  of  the  Iclon 
Klvcr  In  llll)hard,  It  !■  one  of  many  brldgoa 
dchlroycd  by  the  ,  Teton  Dam  Hood.  The 
contract  to  reliulld  It  has  been  awarded  to 
Miller  Conatrucllon  Co.  and  Ihoy   will  begin 


work  on  it  thia  week,  aayt  John  Millar  of 
Forkgren,  I'erklni  and  AaNixlalcH,  engineers, 
who  designed  the  bridge,  lie  says  work  fur  all 
county  roads  and  all  but  one  or  Imo  bridges 
ha\o  been  contracted  out  and  ^ork  mIII  get 
underway  soon.  It  lakes  an  a\erage  of  M)  days 
to  rvbullil  a  bridge,  be  said. 
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One  of  the  humorous 
parts  of  traveling  around 
the  ward  was  the  stories 
we  heard.   We  had  been 
warned  that  hundreds  of 
rattle  snakes  had  been 
washed  out  of  the  Teton 
Canyon  and  that  all 
should  be  aware  of  them. 
I  would  walk  into  a  home 
and  the  HUD  or  BOR 
official  would  linger  by 
the  door  until  I  had 
moved  about  the  room. 
They  were  not  about  to 
run  into  a  snake.   We 
never  saw  one.   I  did 
find  a  four  pound  trout 
in  my  back  yard  that  had 
washed  out  of  the  canyon. 

With  a  disaster  of 
such  magnitude  it  was 
amazing  that  there  were 
so  few  losses  of  life. 
There  were  only  eleven 
deaths  that  were 
accredited  to  the  flood. 
The  disaster  officials 
had  prepared  a  morgue  on 
the  college  campus  but 
it  was  never  used. 
Newspaper  reporters 
accused  the  officials  of 
hiding  bodies  to  lesson 
the  death  count.   I 
could  never  figure  out 
why  anyone  would  hide  a 
body  or  feel  that  a 
lesser  death  count  would 
matter.   The  reporters 
seemed  to  think  that  the 
amount  of  destruction 
demanded  that  there  must 
be  more  people  who  died. 
I  think  it  was  a  credit 
to  the  people  of  the 
valley  that  they  reacted 
properly  and  promptly 
when  warned  of  the  coming 
destruction  thus  keeping 
the  death  toll  to  a 
min  imum. 


» 

» 
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V/aich  ihoi  \asi  s\ep 

Hm  Sal>M  Bridge  onc«  crotted  (he  North  Fork  of  the  Teton  Kl\er  here.  Thv 
krMfe  WAS  washed  away  June  5  when  the  Teton  Dam  hrttko.  Keith  (ircen, 
ill«tric<  engineer  for  (he  state  highway  department,  Bay*  (he  Blate  w  III  hulld  a 
•ew  bridge  Ui  replace  the  one  deatroyeil  h\  (lie  flood.  The  hrUlge  hrm  one  of 
lliree  nu^)or  bridge*  In  Madlinin  Cxiunty  iho  ittale  hIII  ha>o  (o  replace,  Cireen 


Mud  mokes  smooth  pudding 

Anybody  for  chocolate  puddlnu?  Actually  it's  not  that  kind  of  a  treat,  and 
most  local  folks  have  had  enough  flood  mud  to  last  a  long  time.  Hut  It  could 
tell  an  interesting  story,  whether  It  originated  as  silt  from  the  iMillom  of  the 
Teton  River,  prime  topsoll,  or  somebody's  garden. 


I  observed  buildings  that  had  lifted  allowlncj  debris  to  enter 
a  basement  and  then  set  back  down  like  they  had  never  moved.  VVe 
saw  clothing  that  was  in  and  outside  of  a  building  without  being 
separated.  There  was  a  car  in  the  basement  of  one  home.  Many 
farm  buildings  had  supplies  of  bolts,  nuts,  and  other  equipment 
that  were  all  gone  in  the  water.  We  found  a  trailer  house  in  the 
top  of  a  large  tree. 
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Sun  heals  community 

Genlle  ray«  of  Nun^hlne  poured  Into  the  ravaKcd  basement  of  J.  M. 
McDonald  Co.  a.s  workert  cleaned  up  the  met.*  left  by  the  Teton  Dam  flood. 
Thih  musile-bendInK  phai»«  of  flcwMl  rcronntructlim  U  endlnu,  and  local  folka 
hope  the  bun  hIII  shine  on  the  ronununll>'H  uruellnn  puM  holoRUal  tank  of 
rebulldinK  ll»  preflood  character  of  Marnilh  and  friciidilnen*.  ; 


9/ 


The  hardest  part  of  the  cleanup,  for  me,  was  the  basements. 
They  filled  with  water.  A  pump  would  arrive  and  then  as  the  water 
was  coming  out  someone  would  go  down  into  the  basement  until  they 
could  stir  the  mud  so  that  it  would  get  pumped  out.  Sometimes 
water  had  to  be  added  so  that  all  the  mud  could  be  removed. 
People  store  things  in  the  basements.  We  hauled  out  carpets, 
boxes  of  clothes,  all  kinds  of  odds  and  ends.  Then  there  were  the 
washers  and  dryers  that  had  to  come  out. 

As  I  walked  around  the  northern  part  of  Rexburg  and  out  in 
the  Salem  area  I  was  struck  by  the  force  of  the  destruction.  It 
was  obvious  that  the  water  came  with  great  power  and  smashed  what 
was  in  its  way.  However,  as  we  walked  along  the  northern  side  of 
the  South  Fork  of  the  Teton  River  there  were  homes  that  were 
spared.  The  water  dropped  dramatically  near  the  river  itself  as 
there  is  quite  a  drop  to  the  river  bottoms. 


KKXKri{<i  -  K,v»iure«  frcni  ikr  i  pf*>r  Haak*  Blver  Vtllny 


iiuai  lit  iM>up  Biid  i>iii<>rKi'n('>  rulloii  i-rxckem.  NUn)   |M>r«on<i  l.iii-r 
«^»rnl  (ho  niKhl  In  roll.K*'  dornillorle*.  (I'ufil  Krulalrr  •«aff  pholo  by 


(Mirdon  K.  Rrimn) 
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RFABUBG  -  The  4th  Soaih-Tid  Wwt  lnterMtrttoa  MalardtY  »»• 
ternoon  become  a  lake  alter  fWod  water*  rrom  the  Teton  Dam 
rAv«»w1  mooh  of  the  cHv.  A  f-nr  rfejil^r  who  h%4  vi.hlrliMi  %tnrf^  on 


Uif  lot  Naid  that  h«*  moved  "all  that  would  sUrt"  before  thp  (Ioo4; 
watertt  arrived.  d'oNtlfi'iilHtcr  mIuK  photo  by  Oordon  K,  broun>   \ 

i_ i»Mi.  ii^-*-'-^  'III    t  r ''"' *"      ^' 


We  had  electricity  within  two  weeks  and  moved  back  into  our 
home.  The  upstairs  of  this  two  story  home  was  not  touched  and  we 
could  live  there  without  too  much  discomfort. 

It  took  well  into  the  fall  before  we  had  our  minor  repairs 
done  and  had  the  home  restored  to  its  former  structure.  It  took 
many  years  after  before  I  could  watch  some  of  the  films  of  the 
flood  without  feeling  an  apprehension  and  frustration.  I  still 
get  choked  up  when  I  view  the  film  on  the  flood. 

Many  people  could  not  remain  in  the  area  and  left  for  a 
different  situation.  The  government  brought  in  dozens  of 
counselors  and  psychologists  to  holp  the  citizens  through  the 
shock  of  the  disaster.  We  didn't  have  time  to  spend  in  an  office 
'on  a  couch'.  There  was  too  much  cleaning  to  bo  done  and  it 
seemed  that  hard  work  was  much  bettor  therapy.  Alter  a  sliort  time 
all  of  the  psychologists  left. 
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It  is  hard  to  see  any  of  the  daiiuKjo  after  15  years  of  cleanup 
and  repair.  You  have  to  know  where  to  look  If  you  want  to  see 
some  of  the  remains  of  the  most  dovastatincj  tracjccly  to  hit  the 
Upper  Snake  River  Valley. 


»«i4r«  Mft)  IrtMii  k«'r  IrmJkr  b«ni(>  mrtr  lh#  Kick*  (  <ill«>i«i 


rtNMn.'  her  tN'^mKlnx*.  ptHn«  Uirm  rm  »n  rnitMnkniriil 
n.MNli  hiKh  >^^Ut  niHrk.  (ro»4-U«nl»U'.r  »l«frj>tMilo  by 


(»Ardoa  K. 


RKXBrRG  -  A  damaged  mr  nrar  a  Roxburi  Much  o(  Ihe  n.»od  walem  had  draln^'d.  \^»\\n% 
lumber  mill  wal  one  of  many  «ren.-.  of  floo3  ar.a  re«l.l,.ntH  to  rl...n  up  mud  and  drbrU, 
danmge  S lay  aUernoon  l«  the.  Upper  Valk|.       (ro«l4l.glHU,r^Htan  phoio^hy  ll.n  BurjouK^^ 


Chapter  VII 


REBUILD  THE  DAM  ? 

There  is  a  lot  of  controversy  surroundiiKj  tlio  question  as 
to  whether  the  Teton  Dam  should  bo  rebuilt.  Your  answer  to  this 
question  partially  depends  on  how  closely  you  are  connected  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  valley.  The  last  years  of  the 
1980 's  and  1990  have  been  drought  years  with  moisture  levels 
going  down  steadily.  With  an  economy  based  on  agriculture  it  is 
hard  not  to  support  the  dam.  On  the  otlier  hand  are  the  many  who 
were  in  the  flood  and  do  not  want  to  have  the  thieat  of  another 
dam  hanging  over  them. 
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The  following  is  an  article  that  was  printed  in  the  Snake 
River  Echoes  in  the  Summer,  198G.  Ft  was  taken  from  the  Poiit 
Register,  newspaper,  and  is  reprotluco(i  here  aa  J  t  occurred  in  the 
Echoes. 

Dam  On  Teton  May  He  Rebuilt 


(Excerpts) 
By  Rocky  Darker 
Post-Register  staff  writer 
From  Idaho  Falls  Post-Register  March  4 


1986 


The  Bureau  of  Reclamation  is  ready  and  willing  to  build 
another  dam  at  the  site  of  the  ill-fated  Teton  Dam,  a  bureau 
official  said  today. 


06 


John  Keys,  assistant  regional  director,  told  representatives 
of  Water  District  No.  1  that  it  ai)|)oars  additional  storage  will 
be  needed  in  the  Upper  Snako  Hlvur  Valley  to  meet  the  water 
rights  claims  of  the  Shoshone  Uannouk  Tribes.  A  dam  is  feasible 
at  the  Teton  site,  he  said. 


HKMtl  K(i—  lli»us(  hold  uppllMnt m  and  hoiiip 
('iilrrlHliiiiHnl  units  were  imrllniUrU  hurd  lilt 
wlirti  mild  uiid  N<-dinii-n(  ««  much  an  kU  liKhrn 
derp  M(  ri>  dr|M)sl(rd  Inside  honwn  hiri-  iifCrr  Iho 
Trion  Dtiin  hursl  luii«>  ,S.  Munv  of  lh»>  ll(<mi  arr 
roiisidrrrd  «  nimphtr  Iohh  iinil  prompt  vtlrnllon 


HUH  nH|ulr«Hl  If  HiMthliiK  mii  Ui  U-  humiI.  Thr 
riiMMlliiK  MMlfn  IIIitnII\  fulni-d  l«*li>\  Ixlim  p|«>* 
lun>  luhoa  and  <  In  iiKn  snd  many  nvinrri 
ciMildn't  i>M>n  Jii>«(ir>  Mllrmpls  to  nMlMiKr  Ihi'lr 
\uliiiiltlt-H.  (I'iinI KiKlHlt-r  Hiaff  plmlu) 
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Determined  Idaho  resident  flies  U.S.  flag  in  front  of  demolished  home  hurled  off 
its  foundation  in  flood-ravaged  Madl»on  County.  Note  bottles  intact  in  cabinet. 


"Our  studies  show  that  a  succousful  dam  can  bo  built  there, 
"  Keys  said.  "If  Teton  is  needed  and  the  state  ot  Idaho  asks  with 
congressional  and  administrative  support,  we  want  to  build   it. 

"We  have  the  knowledge  of  the  site  and  the  expertise  to  build 
a  safe  dam  on  the  Teton  River." 
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A  Water  District  No.  1  resolution  asks  the  federal 
government  to  "Immediately  commenco  reconstruction  of  the  Teton 
dam."   The  resolution,  a  recommendation  of  the  district's 
Committee  of  Nine,  will  be  voted  on  this  afternoon  as  part  of 
their  annual  meeting.   Similar  resolutions  have  been  passed  by  the 
organization  for  the  past  10  years. 


His  grain  field's  gone 


The  North  Fork  of  the  Teton  River  runs  there  now,  but  It  used  to  be 
good  grain  land,  says  J.  Max  Mortensen,  standing  on  the  edge  of  the 
Teton's  new  channel  through  his  Salom  farm. 
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"The  need  for  the  Toton  Dam  has  not  diminished  but  has 
increased..."  the  resolution  statuu.   "The  citizens  of  the  Upper 
Snake  River  Valley,  ever  since  thu  Iciilure  ot  1  hu  'I'oton  Dam, 
expressed  their  desire  that  thu  il.un  bo  rocontiti  ucted  and 
urged  its  reconstruction  by  rosolutlons  unanimously  adopted  evury 
year  since  its  failure  at  local,  dltitrict  and  state  water 
meetings. " 


have 
have 


■\ 


Keeping  Teton  in  ciieci<    ^^' 

The  work  continues  near  Salom  as  the  US.  Army  Corps  of 
Enginoors  wraps  up  redlklnfl  of  sorro  22  miles  of  Iho  North  Fork  of 
the  Teton  River.  A  Qrovor  Construction  crane  operator  scoops 
gravel  out  of  the  river  botlorrWorjhejiew  dike 
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The  earthen  Teton  Dam  failed  Juno  5,  1976,  killincj  11  people 


This  U  aJI  (ha(  renudns  of  the  Tvton  Dam  following  Its  eolUpM  Juno  5. 


Church  to  live  In  memory 


Rubble  Is  all  lhat'§  left  of  part  of  the  Rexburg  1«( 
and  8th  Ward  Church,  Church  of  Jesuit  ChrUt  of 
latter-day  Saints.  Most  of  this  section  Was  «dd*d  to 
the  building  In  the  19S0s,  before  the  ravages  of  tlm« 
and  the  Teton  Dam  flood  decreed  that  it  b«    torn 


down.  rnS  members  (|nl(  mecltng  In  the  building  In 
May,  but  officials  had  not  decided  whether  or  not  to 
tcAf  U  down  until  the  Teton  flood  cast  its  own  very 
d*i'lslv«  vote  In  the  matter. 


Chapter   VIII 
MTSCELI-ANMOUS 


The 


ro 1 ntoa 


...^  information  contained  in  thlu  chapter 
specifically  to  the  picture  on  Iho  pa(je  with  llio  information, 
wanted  to  include  the  pictures  in  thltj  chapter  in  llio  book. 


The  First  Ward  building  wns  oroctod  in  the  inno'o.  It  was  in 
continuous  use  until  two  weeks  before  the  t i ood .  The  Church 
members  then  moved  into  a  newly  constructed  stake  center. 


The  contractor  for  the  buildincj  was  Charles  Zollinger, 
grandson  is  in  the  machine  toarln<j  the  builiiin«j  ilown. 


Ills 
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Moch/nes  dissolve  hand-built  walls 


'V  i 


Memory  will  be  (ho  only  home  of  Ihc  Rcxhurg  til 
and  8th  Ward  IDS  Church  when  workmen  have 
flnUhed  IrucklnK  away  ruhhio.  Aa  (he  hulldlrlg  la 
dcAlroyrd,  Irtia  of  people  remember  Ihlnga  that  look 
place  wllhin  lla  walU,  biilll  by  pioneer  (|uarrlvra  and 


■(nnemaaona.  lor  71  year*,  there  ha*  been  lo(a  of    'l 
learning,  laughter  and  tvara  In  lite  bulUllrty  nbile  l| 
liaa    been    u*vd    for    mevllnga,    parllea,     wedtling 
ralabraliona  anti  funvrala.  \ 
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Not  enough  can  be  said  for  the  help 
the  volunteers  rendered  to  the  flood 
victims.   Not  only  did  they  help  in 
the  physical  cleaning  but  they 
cheered  many  a  depressed  soul. 


i  Star  Valley  mtmberi 

buftily  cUao  mud 

from  folding  chairt 

at  a  Rexburg  ichool. 

(LA/ 


Muses  camo  oac:h  morning  during  the 
uucond  half  ul  Juno  and  all 
thiough  July  hrin<iin(j  voluntoors. 
Thny  wore  ilJMpuiuud  from  cenlial 
|)i)lntB  in  town  l.u  thotio  In  nood 
o!  help. 


Cleanup  oquipment 
rests  against 
bus  which  carried 
volunteer  workers 
from  Kaysvillo,  Utah, 

to  a  flood  site. 

6N 
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Granary  waits  for  removal 


This  granary  won't  hold  much  wl\fat  thli  yenr,  ■Ince  U  was  floatod  Into  •  guUer 
I   along  a  country  road  In  Madliion  County  by  (h«  Toton  Dam  flood.  Doipilv  Id  heavy    4 
L  cement  base,  the  huge  metaJ  bin  waa  puahod  around  like  a  tin  can  by  doodwalora,'  ^ 

and  now  It  waits  to  be  removed  from  Its  aummer  home. 


An  empty  grain  bin  made  for  a  groat  boat.  Tho  pressure  of  the 
water  easily  separated  tho  bin  from  the  concruto  base  and  only 
the  water  lowering  caused  it  to  como  to  rest. 
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Time  desfroys  favorite  faces 


Familiar  faces  arc  precious  to  people,  whothsr  thoy 
belong  to  grandfutherd  or  the  front  of  favorllo 
buildings.  As  people  squint  at  the  faces  of  loved 
ones  on  a  faded  newspaper  found  In  the  Kexburg  Ist 


unci  Blh  Ward  IJfS  Church,  another  famllar  fact, 
that  of  the  church  Itself,  Is  being  erased  from  the 
landscape. 


■Mret    Ward    l.uildinrj    bouamo    tlio    occasion 

huld     iiwiny     paperB     ami 


It 


The    tearing    down    of    the    V 
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Flood  plays  with  railroad  track 


Like  windmills  growing  from  (he  ground, 
railroad  Irack  north  of  Mcnan  was  (wjited  and 
rolled  when  flood walcr  punhcd  It  from  III  b«d, 
at  ri^ht.  Sled  ralU  and  heavy  (tea  couldn't 
withstand  the  force  of  water  released  after  the 


collapto  of  the  Teton  Dam,  mtied  with  the 
regular  flow  of  the  Henry's  Pork  of  the  Snake 
Klvwr.  Downstream,  the  water  raused  heavy 
damage  at  Roberta,  where  high  groundwater 
L-reales  problems  even  during  normal  years. 


Railroad  tracks  were  twisted  and  stood  on  end.  In  oomo  places  the 
tracks  resembled  a  picket  fence.  Likjs  jammecl  Into  the  tracks  in 
several  areas  stretched  thorn  into  n.ljoinincj  floldo  Into  a  largo 
horseshoe. 
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Travelers  to  Yellowstone  Park  had  to  find  a  detour  to  get  around 
the  flood  ravaged  valley.  The  road  from  Sago  Junction  did  havo  a 
detour  sign  but  you  could  travel  to  the  river  bridge  and  then 
detour  to  the  north  to  get  through.  Those  trying  this  avenue  got 
to  see  a  bit  of  the  flooded  land. 


W   Yiiiowtton* 


Flood  blocks  Highway  88 


LDam. 


Traveler*  ■(  Sago  Junrllon  had  to  rhoaa 
(>c(wecn  DulMtla  and  Idaho  Falli  Juna  5, 
hecauMc  Ihi-ro  waa  a  niadhlmk  on  Iha  rtiad  la 
KcilMirg.  Ihe  rlly  waa  being  ni^agad  hy 
n<MMlwalcra  fmm  ihe  coilaspe  of  Iha  lalon 
Dam.    Since    iho    n<M>d,    Irawlar*    hava    Kad 


murh  Iha  aama  rholcaa,  hc<-auar  ilcavor  DUk 
hrldgo  over  iho  ll(>Mr>'i  I'ork  of  Ihv  Snako 
MUor  >«as  IrrvparaliU  daniauvd,  and  hlglina) 
afflrlaJt  aay  ll  hIII  ha  a  long  lima,  prrhapa  a 
yrar,  hvfora  ihal  avillon  of  I'.S.  lllgliHa>  HH  la 
apt>n. 
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Half-starved  cows  eager  for  lunch 


tUl    imun 


It*s  no  wonder  that  this  old  Beisle  wants  to 
keep  her  mouth  open  —  she's  ready  for  any 
food  that  might  come  her  way.  These  cattJe 
were  found  In  a  boxcar  Jammed  against  the 
back  of  a  bam  on  the  Willis  WaJkcr  farm  south 


of  Noxburg,  19  days  after  th*y  were  trapped 
lhor«  by  the  Teton  Dara  flood.  Walker  sayi 
thai  was  the  longest  time  he  ha^  ever  known 
of  animals  going  without  food.  Two  of  the  four 
cattle  In  the  car  later  died. 


Livestock  not  only  lost  tholr  liny  suppliou  hut.  pijutures  woio 
covered  with  mud.  Much  of  tho  wntor  had  pickod  up  cMjomicals  1  roin 
the    farmyards    and   was   dangarous    to   ilrink. 


no 


i1^.*W 


Debris    was    loaded    into    truck-    miM    Iw.nlod    to   cjimvuI     |.IIm    and    u    hu, 
holes.         It    was     then    coverod     hy     m     .....plu     ol      I  i-u       ..I      top    ut,l     . 
These    areas    had    to    remain    di.niMnl     Im     Ion    yo.n  u    I  ..    mIIow    loi     t  hu 
settling    of    the    garbacje    and    Tor    Iho    lottimj    (jauuotj    I  o    patis    up. 


Ill 


\N\\ere  has  oil  ihe  garbage  gone? 


I 


The  Teton  Dam  flood  left  ton*  of  dvbrii  In  lU 
wako.  When  rlo>n-up  opcralloni  gul  antiM 
way,  Imal  offlclaJs  were  faced  wIlH  III* 
prohloni  of  dclirli  tllHpoMaJ.  TliU  landnil  dump 
pklured  above  Is  one  of  lh«  anawari  lli»v 
camu  up  wKh.  The  dump  is  {(Ktlrd  M>ulli»«tl 
of  MadlNon  llluh  School  on  pr«»p«rty  owNvrf  li^ 


Dr.  niain*  II.  I*aa«*y  and  Ted  (iarnvr, 
Koady-Mli  Conrrol«  Cu.  \Uct  the  dump  haa 
been  filled  with  fliMid  debrU,  Ihe  entire  area 
will  ho  rompacled,  iovere«l  wllh  top  •oil  and 
■ceded  Nvllh  uraki,  all  nI  Ihe  eipeniiu  of  (he 
Army  Corpa  of  Intiinreri,  ■Nye  Kethiirn 
Mayor  John  ('.  I'orler. 


This  area  today  (15  years  after  tho  flood)  iu  wa 1 1  i  luj  for 
development  into  a  recreation,  commorclal,  oi-  rouldontial  area. 
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Building  a  new  one 


A  new  craze  haa  hit  (he  Upper  Snake  River  Valley.  While  It  prohahly  won't 
replace  the  huiahoop  or  (he  yoyo,  dam  halldlns  haa  heo«.mo  (ho  favorite 
pa«(lme  of  young«.(or..  Here,  John  Moore  III  and  (  lln(  Wallicr  hulld  one  of 
their  own  at  Riika  Collude.  Cl!n(  hai  lived  at  (he  c<»llege  wllh  his  family  •Ince 
the  Teton  Dam  hroke  Juno  5.  Aakcd  what  (he  younuatera  did  wKh  (heir  (Ime 
a(  the  colk-Ke,  Clint  aaldi  "We  Juat  play  around,  build  dama  -  Ihlnua  like 
that.  We're  going  to  hulld  a  new  one." 


Water  and  hills 

The  summer  of  the 

going  on  all  over  the  hill. 


V.  wo  ;,iwava  held  a  fascination  for  youngsters, 
"^ood  the'ro  we",  o  .Iniature  dam.  and  dam  fannro. 


113 


There  has  never  been  such  a 
building  craze  or  will  probab 
never  be  one  again  as  there 
during  the  two  years  aftor  t 
flood.   The  number  of  homes 
destroyed  or  damaged  was  in 
the  thousands.   The  main 
problem  was  that  there  wore 
not  enough  builders  in  the  a 
to  accomplish  the  task.   The 
were  many  who  came  in  with  th 
clean  up  who  made  their  livi 
following  disasters. 


Bright  future  on  horizon 


1 


Yitur  virw  tif  llu<  worl.l  u(>l«  mt  iipmiril  lliriial  hIimi  >oii  cNn  •••«•  lli»  mmIU  of  ■ 
ni.H  lioiim  huii.N.I  „f  H  |,«„.  |„*,.,iuii(.  I  I.Mi'a  hIimI  Ktu  .n.l  Vl,y|„|.  li.  ,„  of 
.•»IIU«r  (  hv  liNW  (IU(Mi\(r«tl  khiiit  tli«'>  MlNrUil  l>iillillnu  ■  |i„ii,t.  on  lliv 
roiindiilloii  Mlure  llulr  lioinv  hi.hmI  Uvtmo  ll  mm*  bmi|>|  »Mimy  \,y  ||,»  IVion 
Dam  flooti, 


IM 


M;7es  and  miles  of  cable 


Telephone  crewi  are  •till  herd  ■(  work  retfoHna  eervlce  In  Ihe  Reihurg  eree. 
<  In  the  paet  ecverel  weeks,  Mountain  IM\  has  brouuht  torn  of  equl|mivnl  aiid 

miles  of  telephone  cable  Into  the  flood-ravaged  area  to  get  the  work  done. 

Thet«  giant  apoolt  of  cable  are  being  kept  behind  the  old  telephone  office  on 

Center  Street  In  Nviburg.  Although  most  service  In  the  Immeillate  area  has 
I  been  restored,  some  work  remains  to  be  dune, 


^m,^.  .^.  • 


The  restoration  of  electricity  was  a  main  concern.  As  soon  ao  a 
person  had  power  in  their  home  they  felt  almoat  like  they  wore 
back  in  a  proper  living  condition.  The  power  company  was  into  the 
area  within  a  couple  of  days  after  the  flood.  The  phono  comp.niy 
had  pay  phone  booths  set  up  outside  ol  their  waruhouuu  area  almtjst 
as  soon.  Those  who  had  homos  destroyed  could  lot  their  friends 
and  family  know  that  they  wore  alright. 
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1 

Although  debris 
from  last  month's 
devastating  flood 
still  lifies  the 
streets,  Rexburg, 
Idaho  hosted  a 
spirited  parade 
on  July  5. 


BY  DENTON  BREWERTON 
AND  TAMERA  SMITH 

AAembers  of  the 
Sugar  City  1  st 

Ward  fashioned 

a  truck  into  a 

float  for  thd 

Rexburg  parade. 
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Rexburg  High  school  students  ride  •  rowboat  in  the  parade.  Sign  shows  they  haven't  lost  spirit. 


The  4th  of  July,  1976,  BicuntennlMJ  l'ar<i(l(j  wont,  on  ati  uchciluluti 
even  though  it  was  not  as  bicj  ao  planned  and  uumu  ot  the  l;lOi\ltJ 
came  from  surrounding  towns. 
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The  south  side  of  the  Teton  Dam  has  now  been  taken  down.  The 
panel  members  and  the  government  wanted  to  see  if  they  could  tell 
from  the  remaining  part  of  the  dam  what  happened  to  the  north 
side. 


/ 


'^' 


TKTON   HAM—  rami  mrmlM  rs   ln\  otlnJillnn  the  Trli>«  l»«»»i 

rolhipH*"  travel  lo  Uie  (ure  ol  Uic  dam  H«*dn«'MJ»y  •((ersfNtn  U  Untk 
— ..«.<...     ,_...i._»^^ — --  — -■  —  ■  -■ ^-- *— -- — »*- 


ftl  the  dam'i  •♦.nlmrni    ^\u■  nlnr-iimn  pun.  I  ho|ir«  1«  d.l.rinknc 
nanMiH  (or  the  damS  fallurr.  (I'ohJ  K.-rImUt  sIhII  ph.»lo) 
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The  Teton  Dam  Diaster  -  An  Eye  Witness  Account 

']  was  £fuif  tv^et  your  pfione  caff.  'J  u'isHyou  (iicl{in  leffin£  tfiem  (peopfeyoii  five  5y)  not  to  put  tfi£  dam  in. 
*Tf\e  dam  was  put  inforOoatinjj,  recreation  -  and  for  storing  water.  'The  dojn  was  just  S  months  oCd  (started 
fiffinjj  it  in  October  1975  -  fnof;c  Sjjune  1976). 

'1  Cived  in  Siyiir  City  'Idaho  just  10  mifes  from  tfie  dam.  '1  had  20  minutes  wanting  to  get  to  safety.  'l£Ot  in 
my  car  atuf  droi'e  to  'Ke>fnir£  (with  my  two  cfiildren,  an  8  year  old £irf  aiid  a  10 year  old  boy).  On  tfie  hiffas 
we  were  coming  into  'J(ep(5urg  tfie  water  was  right  befiirufus  about  1/2  mile  -  we  coufdsee  it  coming. 

9ify  chifdren  and'l  stood  on  tfie  hilfat  liicf^  Coffege  andivatchedthe  water  go  toivards  'J(e^f)urg.  'J{ouses  were 
ffoatingdoum  tfie  streets,  tfwy  ivoufd  breaf^apart  before  our  eyes.  'Everyone  was  crying,  and  high  as  the  water 
was  you  /qiew  everything  woufdbc  wasfiedaway.  'Jfie  houses  woufd  breaJ^apart  fif;e  toys. 

'We  stayed  (atuf  ate  there  too)  at  'KJr/^s  Coffege  untifwe  were  afde  to  get  agoi'emment  traifer  to  five  in.  Ohl 
hoto  happy  we  were  to  fuwe  a  place  to  caff  home  again.  'The  goveniment  brought  tfie  traifers  from  ffforida  so 
they  were  very  co(d for  'hiafio  winters. 

'We  lived  in  the  trailer  until  we  couldgct  our  home  built  bacf^.  C^fy  home  was  just  10  month  ofdwhen  the  dam 
bro{e.  'It  was  so  sail  to  go  In  mi/  home  and  find  cvetiithing  covered  with  miuf.  Miufwas  up  to  my  f;nees.  'Two 
miles  north  was  ajeed  lot  company  and  all  the  dead  coius  -  hay  -grass  came  to  Sugar  City  and  tfie  water  fine 
was  6  inches  down  jrom  the  top  oj  my  doors. 

'We  wor/(Jrom  moniing  to  night  trying  to  save  something,  even  a  cup  and  saucer  -  a  part  of  a  train  set  of  your 
son.  'We  had  to  carry  water  from  'Ji(;\i)uig  -  there  was  no  running  water  in  Sugar  City. 

'It  ivas  fuird  to  see  my  neivhome  covered  with  miui,  grass,  and  bafes  of  hay.  'Everything  ivas  fost.  'Hut  it  ivas 
harder  to  see  everything  thought  my  S  year  ofdgirfand  10 year  ofd  boy.  'yes  tfie  tears  of  sorrow  were  many. 

'1  am  bacfjn  another  new  home  -just  as  nice.  'But  sometimes  7  foo^or  a  pan  or  a  dish  to  ma%  sonwthinq  in, 
or  a  dress  to  wear.  '1  foo^and  foo/(,^  then  '1  remember  that  'I  had  it  before  tfw  flood. 

'Vfease  thinf^twice  bejore  huifding  a  dam  -  oj  what  you  will  loose.  !Allmij  pictures  oj  mi/  son  and  daighterand 
my  genealogy  is  gone.  'Jhose  birth  certificates,  with  t  fie  ir  foot  prints  on  them,  are  gone. 

']  am  assistant  'Director  of  the  'Teton  'J  food 'Museum  and  7  talJ^to  people  all  day.  'l\'e  don 't  want  the  dam  bacf^ 
7  tell  them  things  about  n>hy  we  don 't: 

o  1.  ij  it  brok;e  again  tfie  goveniment  won 't  pay  us  for  everything, 
o  2.  f food  insurance  will  be  so  high  we  will  not  be  able  to  pay  for  it, 
o  J.  there  may  be  more  fives  fost  ne\t  lime. 

(Jood  lucf;^  a  friend. ....  'Bonn  ie  Curtis 

'Teton '/food CM iwie urn,  51  9iorth  Center,  'PO  'Bo\_244,  'Ki'A^urg,  •ldalw<^440  -  i2{\'i)  J56-9101 J56-J511 
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